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++++Disclaimer: This is not a legal text, but an unofficial transla-
tion of the German study and examination regulations in order to al-

low international students to inform themselves++++ 

Program-specific Study Regulation for the Master of 
Science ”Agricultural Economics“  

 
 
In accordance with § 17.1.3 of the constitution of 
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin version of 24. octo-
ber 2013 (published in the official bulletin of Hum-
boldt-Universität zu Berlin No. 47/2013) the Fac-
ulty Council of the Faculty of Life Science released 
the following study regulations on the 20. Septem-
ber 2017: 
 
 
§ 1 Area of application 
§ 2 Start of the MSc program 
§ 3 Aim of the study program 
§ 4 Types of courses 
§ 5 Program modules 
§ 6 Elective modules for other master’s pro-

grams 
§ 7 Coming into force 
 
Anlage 1: module descriptions 
Anlage 2: ideal study track  

 

 

§ 1 Area of application 

The study regulations presented hereinafter con-
tain the program-specific regulations for the Mas-
ter’s program “Agricultural Economics”. They are 
valid in combination with the program specific ex-
amination regulations for the Master’s program 
„Agricultural Economics“ and the cross-curricular 
statutes for the regulation of admission, study and 
examination (ZSP-HU) in their current respective 
versions.  

 

§ 2 Start of the MSc program 

Admitted students can start the program in the win-
ter semester.  

 

§ 3 Aim of the study program 

(1) Aim of the Master’s program as a second pro-
fessional qualifying degree in the field of Agricul-
tural Economics is to prepare students for a pro-
fessional career or pursuing a doctorate. 
 
(2) After successfully graduating, students will be 
prepared to make specific contributions towards 
finding answers to questions concerning the devel-
opment and regulation of sustainable land use and 
food systems, rural development and food security 
and the protections of natural resources. Students 

                                                 
  Die Universitätsleitung hat die Studienordnung am ____ 

bestätigt. 

are able and prepared to interdisciplinary connect 
specific knowledge from the fields of economics and 
social sciences with existing knowledge on agricul-
ture, crop science, animal science and other rele-
vant disciplines. 
 
(3) The program provides professional, theoretical, 
methodological and social competences that are in-
dispensable for scientific work. To obtain the de-
gree, students will also have demonstrated creativ-
ity, readiness to think innovatively and a sense of 
social and environmental responsibility.  
 
(4) Students will obtain key interdisciplinary quali-
fications for broad and dynamically changing pro-
fessional fields, including positions in the agricul-
tural, food and environmental sectors of the econ-
omy, public authorities, the service sector as well 
as in scientific research. Students will be able to 
critically categorize, assess and convey their ac-
quired knowledge and will be enabled to engage in 
lifelong learning and team work.  
 
(5) All compulsory modules of this program are of-
fered in English. Some elective modules may also 
be offered in German. Those modules are marked 
as German-language modules. 
 
(6) The Master’s program offers manifold opportu-
nities to participate in research and development 
projects within Germany and internationally.  

 

§ 4 Types of courses 

(1) The types of courses available to students in the 
Master’s program are listed in the ZSP-HU. Addi-
tionally, a Study Project may be undertaken and 
counted towards fulfilling degree requirements. 
 
(2) The study project (SPJ) is to be conducted in 
the second or third semester of the program indi-
vidually or as group work. In the context of the 
study project – depending on the chosen topic – 
students will apply and put to test particular meth-
ods of scientific research. Furthermore, in the pro-
cess of carrying out the project, they will acquire 
additional qualifications through engaging in inter-
disciplinary collaborative work and presenting their 
scientific results.  
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§ 5 Program modules 

The Master’s program contains the following mod-
ules. For a successful completion of the program 
students have to earn a total of 120 credit points 
(CP): 
 
(a) compulsory modules (60 CP) 
 
The compulsory part of the program consists of the 
following five modules, with a total of 60 CP points, 
and the Master’s thesis: 
 CM 1: Institutional Economics and Political Econ-

omy (6 CP) 
 CM 2: Public Policy Analysis: Agriculture and 

Food Policy (6 CP) 
 CM 3: Microeconomics: Theory and Policy Analy-

sis (6 CP) 
 CM 4: Econometrics (6 CP) 
 CM 5: Quantitative Methods in Agricultural Busi-

ness Economics (6 CP) 
 Master Thesis/Masterarbeit (30 CP). 
 
(b) Focal modules (30 CP) 
 
In total modules to the equivalent of 30 CP need to 
be successfully completed from the following cata-
logue:  
 FM 1: Agribusiness Management (6 CP) 
 FM 2: European and International Agricultural 

Policy (6 CP) 
 FM 3: Internationale Agrarentwicklung (6 CP) 
 FM 4: Economics of Agricultural and Rural Devel-

opment (6 CP) 
 FM 5: International Macroeconomics and Agricul-

tural Trade (6 CP) 
 FM 6: Environmental and Resource Economics (6 

CP) 
 FM 7: Gender Analysis in Economics/Gender Ana-

lysen in der Ökonomik (6 CP). 
 FM 8: Marketing in the Agribusiness and Food 

Sector (6 CP) 
 FM 9: Agricultural Land Markets (6 CP) 
 FM 10: Controlling und Informationsmanagement 

(6 CP) 
 FM 11: Introduction to Simulation Models in Mar-

ket and Policy Analysis (6 CP) 
 FM 12: Finanzierungstheorie (6 CP) 
 FM 13: Intermediate Computable General Equilib-

rium Modelling (6 CP) 
 FM 14: Institutions and Instruments of Develop-

ment Co-operation (6 CP) 
 FM 15: International Agricultural Trade and De-

velopment Research Seminar (6 CP) 
 FM 16: Cooperation and Cooperative Organiza-

tions (6 CP) 
 FM 17: Multifunctional Agricultural Land Use (6 

CP) 
 FM 18: Steuerlehre und Gemeinnützigkeit (6 CP) 
 FM 19: Participatory Rural Innovation and 

Knowledge Systems (6 CP) 
 FM 20: Environmental Sociology and Environ-

mental Policy (6 CP) 
 FM 21: Human Resource Management (6 CP)  
 FM 22: Qualitative Research Methods (6 CP) 
 FM 23: Umwelt- und Bioethik (6 CP) 
 FM 24: Studienprojekt/ Study Project (12 CP) 

 FM 25: Special Topics in Agricultural Economics 
(6 CP) 

 FM 26: Topics in Agricultural and Food Policy (6 
CP) 

 FM 27: Topics in Agricultural Business Economics 
(6 CP) 

 FM 28: Applied Data Analysis (6 CP) 
 FM 29: Futures of Agriculture and Food (6 CP) 
 
(c) Free choice modules (30 CP) 
 
Here, students are required to successfully com-
plete modules offered by other study program’s or 
other departments at Humboldt-Universität as 
“überfachliche Wahlpflichtmodule” (ÜF) totaling 30 
CP. 
 
 
§ 6 Free choice modules for other mas-

ter’s programs 

The following modules are offered as free choice 
modules for other master’s programs: 
 
 FM 16 (ÜF): Cooperation and Cooperative Or-

ganizations (10 CP) 
 FM 4 (ÜF): Economics of Agricultural and Rural 

Development (10 CP) 
 FM 2 (ÜF): European and International Agricul-

tural Policy (10 CP) 
 FM 29 (ÜF): Futures of Agriculture and Food (10 

CP) 
 

§ 7 Coming into force 

(1) This regulation will come into force on 1. Octo-
ber 2017. 
 
(2) This regulation applies to all students who begin 
their studies after the regulation has come into 
force as well as to students who have changed their 
university, program or study track. 
 
(3) The regulations from 23. September 2014 (of-
ficial bulletin of Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, No. 
116/2014) apply to those students who began their 
studies prior to the coming into force of the present 
regulations. Alternatively, such students can also 
choose to study under this regulation, including the 
corresponding examination regulation. The choice 
needs to be declared in writing at the examination 
office and is irreversible. For those choosing the 
new regulations, all already completed and relevant 
coursework (modules) will be assessed and granted 
an equivalent amount of credits according to the 
new regulations and in accordance with §110 ZSP-
HU. The study and examination regulations dated 
23. September 2014 will expire 31. March 2020. 
After expiration, all students will be bound to the 
new regulations, with already completed course-
work being assessed as above, for those students 
previously under the old regulations. 
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Annex 1: Module description 

Abkürzungen: SWS: Semesterwochenstunde; VL: Vorlesung; SE: Seminar; UE: Übung; EX: Exkursion; TU: Tu-
torium; KGP: Kleingruppenprojekt; SPJ: Studienprojekt; ZoL: Zeichen ohne Leerzeichen 
 
Abbreviations:  
CM: Compulsory Module; FM: Focal Module; SWS: contact hours per week; L: Lecture; SE: Seminar; E: Exer-
cise; FT: Field Trip; TU: Tutorial; KGP: Work in Small Group; SPJ: Study Project; ces: characters excluding 
space 
 
 

CM 1: Institutional Economics and Political Economy  Credits: 6  

Learning objectives:  
Students  
 have a good knowledge of the basic terms institutional economics and political economy,  
 know theories to conceptualize and analyze the role of institutions in the economy and society, 
 understand main drivers and processes of institutional change and political reform,  
 are able to contrast different strands of institutional economics and their background, 
 are familiar with theories concerning political economy and governance and their change, 
 know cases and examples that illustrate the relevance of institutional and political analysis and 
 are able to apply the concepts learned in their field of study and decision-making. 

Preconditions: none  

Teaching  
formats 
 

Hours per week, work-
load in hours 
 

Credits and pre-
conditions for 
granting 

Topics, contents 

L 
 

2 SWS 
90 hours 
25 hours presence in 
class, 
65 hours preparation 
and learning 

3 credits, 
participation 

 Basic coordination problems  
 Frameworks for institutional analysis 
 Transactions and transaction cost 
 Governance of economic transactions  
 Game Theory and Behavior 
 Property Rights Theory 
 Collective Action Theory 
 Commons and cooperatives 
 Transaction Costs Theory 
 Principal-agent Theory 
 Theory of the Firm  
 Labor contracts  
 Public Choice Theory 
 Theory of Constitutions 
 Theory of Democracy 
 Interpretative Politics 
 Theory of Interest Groups  
 Theory of Bureaucracy 
 Theories of Institutional Change 
 Political reform and advocacy coalitions 
 Theories of Public Policy making 
 Theories of multi-level governance 

SE 2 SWS 
60 hours 
25 hours presence in 
class, 
35 hours preparation 
and learning 

2 credits, 
participation 

 Reading and discussion of articles demon-
strating on core approaches 

 Application of conceptual ideas for intro-
duction to analytical practice 

 Group work on review questions 

Final exam 30 hours 
Written exam, 90 
minutes, and  
preparation 

1 credit, pass  

Duration of mo-
dule 

 1 semester                               2 semesters 

Start of module   winter semester                        summer semester 
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CM 2: Public Policy Analysis: Agriculture and Food Policy                                                    Credits: 6 

Learning objectives: 
Students are able to  

 describe basic concepts of public policy analysis related to issues in agriculture and food policy, 
 critically assess academic and practical arguments about agricultural and food policy, 
 apply the concepts from the course to analyze current problems in agricultural and food policy,  
 develop solutions to public policy issues regarding agriculture and food, based on the concepts and 

content from the course. 

Preconditions: none 

Teaching formats 
 

Hours per week, 
workload in hours 

Credits and precondition 
for granting 

Topics, contents 

L 2 SWS 
60 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 
35 hours preparation 
and learning 

2 credits, participation  Concepts of public po-
licy 

 Approaches to public 
policy analysis 

 The institutional 
framework of agricul-
tural and food policy 

 The agricultural policy 
process 

 Agricultural and food 
policy discourses 

 Analysis of exemplary 
issues in market and 
price policy, structural 
and rural policy  

SE 2 SWS 
90 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 
65 hours preparation 
and learning 

3 credits, active partici-
pation 

Critical assessment and 
application of the con-
cepts from the lectures, 
creation of arguments 
building on the concepts 
and content from the 
lectures 

Final exam 30 hours 
Written exam 90 minutes 
or oral exam 30 minutes 
and preparation, or term 
paper 35,000 ces 

1 credit, pass 
 

 

Duration of module  1 semester                               2 semesters 

Start of module  winter semester                        summer semester  
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CM 3: Microeconomics: Theory and Policy Analysis  Credits: 6 

Learning objectives:  
Students 
 understand intermediate microeconomic theory: households & consumption, firms & production, perfect & 

imperfect markets, welfare economics, 
 are able to analyze the allocative and distributive effects of agricultural and food policies, and 
 are able to apply microeconomic theory and methods to real world problems of land use and food systems 

(verbally, graphically and algebraically). 

Preconditions: none 

Teaching  
formats 
 

Hours per week, 
workload in hours 
 

Credits and pre-
conditions for 
granting 

Topics, contents 

L 
 

4 SWS 
90 hours 
45 hours presence 
in class, 
45 hours prepara-
tion and learning 

3 credits, 
participation 

 Households & consumption 
 Firms and production 
 Perfect markets and market equilibrium 
 Imperfect markets 
 Welfare economics  
 Economic policy analysis 

E 2 SWS 
60 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 
35 hours prepara-
tion and learning 

2 credits, 
participation 

 Exercises: application of microeconomics 
and policy analysis to the agricultural and 
food sector  

 Related to lecture-contents, voluntary par-
ticipation 
 

Final exam 30 hours 
Written exam 
(handwritten or 
PC), 90 minutes, 
and preparation 
or 
oral exam 30 
minutes and prepa-
ration 
 

 
1 credit, pass 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Duration of 
module 

 1 semester                               2 semesters 

Start of module   winter semester                        summer semester 
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CM 4: Econometrics Credits: 6 

Learning objectives:  
Students 
 understand different models for regression analysis, 
 become familiar with standard statistical software, 
 are able to apply econometric methods to real world problems. 

Preconditions: none 

Teaching  
formats 
 

Hours per week, 
workload in hours 
 

Credits and pre-
conditions for 
granting 

Topics, contents 

L 
 

2 SWS 
60 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 
35 hours prepara-
tion and learning 

2 credits, 
participation 

 Regression models 
 Violation of the assumptions 
 Logit/probit model 
 Time series analysis 
 Cointegration 
 Error correction models 

E 2 SWS 
60 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 
35 hours prepara-
tion and learning 

2 credits, 
participation 

 Application of the lecture topics using 
standard econometric software 

Final exam 60 hours 
Written exam 
(handwritten or 
PC), 90 minutes 
and preparation 
or 
oral exam 20 
minutes and prepa-
ration 
 

 
2 credits, pass 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Duration of 
module 

 1 semester                               2 semesters 

Start of module   winter semester                        summer semester 
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CM 5: Quantitative Methods in Agricultural Business Economics Credits: 6 

Learning objectives:  
Students 
 have acquired knowledge of the most important quantitative models in business economics, 
 are able to critically reflect strengths and weaknesses of different models, 
 are able to treat realistic decision problems in agribusiness by means of quantitative models. 

Preconditions: none, recommended: familiarity with spread sheet software, basic business skills in accounting 
and production economics 

Teaching for-
mats 

Hours per week, 
workload in hours 

Credits and pre-
conditions for 
granting 

Topics, contents 

L 
 

3 SWS 
60 hours 
35 hours presence 
in class, 
25 hours prepara-
tion and learning 

2 credits, 
participation 

 Decision theory 
 Investment analysis 
 Linear programming 
 Integer programming 
 Stochastic programming 
 Dynamic programming 

E 1 SWS 
90 hours 
15 hours presence 
in class, 
75 hours prepara-
tion and learning 
and special working 
task 

3 credits, partici-
pation, 
assignment,  
ca. 30,000 ces, 
and associated 
presentation, 
15 minutes 

In PC lab 
 Training of knowledge from lecture 

Final exam 30 hours 
Oral exam at PC, 
30 minutes, and 
preparation 

1 credit, pass  

Duration of 
module 

 1 semester                               2 semesters 

Start of Module   winter semester                        summer semester 
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FM 1: Agribusiness Management Credits: 6 

Learning objectives:  
Students 

 are able to describe and apply basic concepts and theories of Agribusiness Management, 
 are able to apply and evaluate models for decision support. 

Preconditions: none 

Teaching  
formats 
 

Hours per week, 
workload in hours 
 

Credits and pre-
conditions for 
granting 

Topics, contents 

L 
 

3 SWS 
90 hours 
35 hours presence 
in class, 
55 hours prepara-
tion and learning 

3 credits, 
participation 

 Strategic management in agribusiness 
(theories, planning)  

 Organisation theory, (explanatory ap-
proaches, design principles) 

 Inter-organizational coordination (cooper-
ation, value chain management) 

 Fundamentals of innovation and 
knowledge management 

 Business ethics, CSR 

E 1 SWS 
60 hours 
15 hours presence 
in class, 
45 hours prepara-
tion and learning 
and special working 
task 

2 credits, 
Participation, 
presentation (20 
min.) of an exer-
cise result includ-
ing a term paper 
(35,000 ces) 

 Exercises: Analysis and presentation of 
current topics of agribusiness manage-
ment as a group work 

 

Final exam 30 hours 
Written exam 
(handwritten or 
PC), 90 minutes 
and preparation 
 

 
1 credit, pass 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Duration of 
module 

 1 semester                               2 semesters 

Start of module   winter semester                        summer semester 
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FM 2: European and International Agricultural Policy  Credits: 6 

Learning objectives: 
Students are able to  

 describe and critically discuss central issues in European and international agricultural policy, 
 explain the development of European and international agricultural policy, 
 assess academic and political arguments about European and international agricultural policy, 
 apply the concepts from the course to analyze current problems in European and international agri-

culture to develop solutions. 

Preconditions: none. Recommended: module Public Policy Analysis: Agriculture and Food Policy (CM 2). 

Teaching For-
mat 

Hours per week, 
workload in hours 
 

Credits and pre-
conditions for 
granting 

Topics, contents 

L 
 

2 SWS 
60 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 
35 hours prepara-
tion 
and learning 

2 credits, partici-
pation 

 Development and perspectives of Euro-
pean agricultural policy 

 Agricultural policy-making in the Euro-
pean Union: the interplay of institutions, 
interests, ideas and policies  

 Cross-policy and multi-level linkages: Ag-
ricultural markets, food, trade, rural areas 
and the environment 

 New societal concerns and agricultural 
policy (e.g. animal welfare, food sover-
eignty) 

 Comparative perspectives  

SE 2 SWS 
90 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 
65 hours prepara-
tion 
and learning 

3 credits, active 
participation 

Critical assessment and application of the 
concepts from the lectures, creation of argu-
ments building on the concepts and content 
from the lectures 

Final Exam 
 

30 hours 
Written exam (90 
minutes) or oral 
exam (30 minutes) 
and preparation,  
or term paper 
(35,000 ces) 

1 credit, pass  

Duration of mo-
dule 

 1 semester                              2 semesters 

Start of module   winter semester                        summer semester 
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FM 3: Internationale Agrarentwicklung  Leistungspunkte: 6 

Lern- und Qualifikationsziele:  
Die Studierenden 
 haben Kenntnisse über ausgewählte Problembereiche der internationalen Agrarentwicklung, 
 können konkrete Fragestellungen strukturieren, bearbeiten und die Ergebnisse vortragen. 

Fachliche Voraussetzungen für die Teilnahme am Modul bzw. bestimmten Lehrveranstaltungen des Moduls: 
keine 

Lehrveranstal-
tungsart 

Präsenzzeit, Work-
load in Stunden 
 

Leistungspunkte 
und Vorausset-
zung für deren 
Erteilung 

Themen, Inhalte 

SE 3 SWS 
90 Stunden 
35 Stunden Prä-
senzzeit, 
55 Stunden Vor- 
und Nachbereitung 
der Lehrveranstal-
tung 

3 CP, 
Teilnahme 

Ausgewählte Problembereiche und Fragen der 
Politikgestaltung in der internationalen Ag-
rarentwicklung 

UE 1 SWS 
60 Stunden 
15 Stunden Prä-
senzzeit, 
45 Stunden Vor- 
und Nachbereitung 
der Lehrveranstal-
tung 

2 CP, 
Teilnahme 

Übung anhand ausgewählter Fallbeispiele zu 
der Themenstellung des Seminars 

Modulabschluss-
prüfung 
 

30 Stunden 
Klausur (hand-
schriftlich  
oder PC) 90 Minu-
ten oder 
mündliche Prüfung, 
30 Minuten, und 
Vorbereitung  

1 CP, Bestehen  

Dauer des  
Moduls 

 1 Semester                              2 Semester 

Beginn des  
Moduls  

 Wintersemester                        Sommersemester 
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FM 4: Economics of Agricultural and Rural Development  Credits: 6 

Learning objectives: Students 
 know the definitions and dimensions of development, main development theories and their implications for 

the states and processes of development, 
 are able to compare and contrast development experiences of different countries and regions,  
 are able to critically discuss past and potential policy interventions, especially those targeting agriculture,  
 are able to identify development problems, especially in agricultural and rural development, and develop 

strategies in light of past successful and failed experiences of countries. 

Preconditions: none 

Teaching  
formats 
 

Hours per week, 
workload in hours 
 

Credits and pre-
conditions for 
granting 

Topics, contents 

L 
 

3 SWS 
90 hours 
35 hours presence 
in class, 
55 hours prepara-
tion and learning 

3 credits, 
participation 

 Definitions and dimensions of develop-
ment 

 Measuring development and indicators 
 Actors of development and political eco-

nomy 
 Development assistance and development 
 Population and demography 
 Education, health and human capital 
 Inequality, poverty and development 
 Trade, growth and development 
 Migration, refugees and IDPs 
 Agricultural productivity and development 
 Rural and micro finance 
 Foreign direct investment in agriculture 
 Climate change and agriculture 
 Water and development  

SE 
 

1 SWS 
60 hours 
15 hours presence 
in class, 
45 hours prepara-
tion and learning, 
special working 
task 

2 credits, 
participation, stu-
dent term papers, 
25,000 ces 

 Different formats to digest the lecture 
content such as:  
 Case studies on different countries 

and regions on the successes and 
failures of development 

 Mandatory readings and discussions 
 Student term papers on selected de-

velopment topics 

Final exam 30 hours 
Written exam, 90 
minutes, and prep-
aration 
or 
oral exam (30 
minutes)   

1 credit, pass  

Duration of 
module 

 1 semester                               2 semesters 

Start of module   winter semester                        summer semester 
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FM 5: International Macroeconomics and Agricultural Trade  Credits: 6 

Learning objectives: 
Students 
 are able to determine the economic causes and consequences of international movements of goods and 

production factors, 
 are able to analyze the patterns of international trade and of international factor mobility, 
 are able to analyze the economic effects of trade policy and related economic policy instruments, 
 are able to explain the political economic reasons for restrictions imposed on international trade and fac-

tor movements, 
 are able to analyze the international interdependence of national agricultural, trade, and macroeconomic 

policy decisions, 
 are able to reflect upon the ethical dimension of trade, 
 understand the implications of different currency regimes, 
 are able to analyze the motivation and the economic effects of international agreements on trade and 

factor mobility, and regional economic integration, and 
 are able to apply the theoretical concepts of international macroeconomics and trade theory to complex 

real world phenomena in the agricultural and food sector. 

Preconditions: none  

Teaching for-
mats 
 

Hours per week, 
workload in hours 
 

Credits and pre-
conditions for 
granting 

Topics, contents 

L 
 

4 SWS 
90 hours 
45 hours presence 
in class, 
45 hours prepara-
tion and learning 
and special working 
task 

3 credits, 
participation,  
student presenta-
tion and discus-
sion (total 45 
minutes) on a se-
lected topic 
(group work, 
graded) 

 Trade theories 
 Trade policies 
 Political economy of trade policy 
 Macroeconomic theory 
 Economic integration 
 

E 
 

2 SWS 
60 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 
35 hours prepara-
tion and learning 

2 credits, 
participation 

 Exercises on the application of interna-
tional macroeconomics and trade theory 
to the agricultural and food sector  

 Related to lecture-contents, voluntary 
participation 

Final exam 30 hours 
written exam, 90 
minutes, and prep-
aration  
or 
oral exam 30 
minutes and prepa-
ration 
 

1 credit, pass  

Duration of 
module 

 1 semester                               2 semesters 

Start of module   winter semester                        summer semester 
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FM 6: Environmental and Resource Economics  Credits: 6 

Learning objectives: 
Students 
 know the terminology and concepts of environmental and resource economics,  
 are familiar with the paradigms and analytical frameworks in environmental and resource economics, 
 understand economic properties of environmental goods and natural resources,  
 are able to apply valuation methods and to analyze environmental policy instruments, 
 know methodologies for valuation of environmental goods and decision making and 
 are familiar with political and institutional strategies regarding resource use and environmental protection. 

Preconditions: none  

Teaching for-
mats 
 

Hours per week, 
workload in hours 
 

Credits and pre-
conditions for 
granting 

Topics, contents 

L 
 

3 SWS 
 
90 hours 
35 hours presence 
in class, 
55 hours prepara-
tion and learning 

3 credits, 
participation 

 Leading notions and basic concepts of en-
vironmental and resource economics 

 Meaning and definitions of sustainability 
 Anthropocentric and ecocentric views 
 The environment as a public good, market 

failure and external effects 
 Economics of natural resources and models 

of resource extraction  
 Non-renewable natural resources 
 Renewable natural resources 
 Environmental cost-benefit analysis 
 Environmental values and assessment  
 Valuation in environmental economics 
 Economics of pollution and optimal control: 

Defining environmental policy objectives  
 Instruments of environmental policies: 

Pollution control policy 
 Instruments and institutions of re- 

source management and environmental 
policy  

KGP 1 SWS 
 
60 hours 
15 hours presence 
in class, 
45 hours prepara-
tion and learning 
and special working 
task 

2 credits, partici-
pation, 
written group 
term paper ca. 
15,000 ces per 
student 

Group work for organizational skills by  
 Developing a joint paper and presentation 
 Commitment to collective action, genera-

tion of trust  
 Practice of interaction required for sustain-

able cooperation 

Final exam 30 hours 
Written exam, 90 
minutes, and prep-
aration 

1 credit, pass  

Duration  1 semester  2 semesters 

Start of module   winter semester  summer semester 
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FM 7: Gender Analysis in Economics Credits: 6 

Learning objectives: 
Students are acquainted with 
 foundational approaches to economics from a gender perspective, 
 epistemology and methodology of feminist economics, 
 empirical foundations of economic gender analyses (from household to global level), 
 Gender in agricultural value chain analysis, 
 Gender in Ecological Economics. 

Preconditions: none 

Teaching format Workload in hours, 
hours per week 

Credits and pre-
conditions for 
granting  

Topics, contents 

SE 2 SWS 
60 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 
35 hours prepara-
tion and learning 

2 credits, partici-
pation 

 Gender as a category in empirical  
research 

 Gender in intersection with other  
categories of social inequality 

 Gender as a category of knowledge 
 Gender as an institution 
 Gender in market processes 
 Gender and Governance 

 

SE 2 SWS 
60 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class,  
35 hours prepara-
tion and learning 

2 credits, partici-
pation 

 Food, gender and social reproduction  
 Sustainable food systems and gender  
 Food politics/governance and gender 
 Gender in value chains analysis 
 Feminism and food sovereignty 

Final exam 
 

60 hours 
term paper (30,000 
ces) 

2 credits, pass  

Duration of 
module 

 1 semester                  2 semesters 

Start of module ☐ winter semester          ☒ summer semester 
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FM 7: Gender Analysen in der Ökonomik Credits: 6 

Lernziele: 
Studierende kennen 
 grundlegende Ansätze der Ökonomie aus der Gender-Perspektive, 
 Epistemologie und Methoden der feministischen Ökonomie, 
 Empirische Grundlagen ökonomischer Gender Analysen (vom Haushalt bis zur globalen Ebene), 
 Gender in der Analyse agrarischer Wertschöpfungsketten, 

Gender in der Ökologischen Ökonomie. 

Fachliche Voraussetzungen für die Teilnahme am Modul bzw. bestimmten Lehrveranstaltungen des Moduls: 
keine 

Lehrveran-
staltungsart 

Präsenzzeit, Workload 
in Stunden 

Leistungspunkte 
und Vorausset-
zung für deren 
Erteilung  

Themen, Inhalte 

SE 2 SWS 
60 Stunden 
25 Stunden Präsenz-
zeit, 
35 Stunden Vor- und 
Nachbereitung der 
Lehrveranstaltung 

2 CP, 
Teilnahme  

 Gender als Kategorie in der empirischen 
Forschung 

 Gender und Überschneidungen mit ande-
ren Kategorien sozialer Ungleichheit 

 Gender als Wissenskategorie 
 Gender als Institution 
 Gender in Marktprozessen 
 Gender und Governance 

 

SE 2 SWS 
60 Stunden 
25 Stunden Präsenz-
zeit, 
35 Stunden Vor- und 
Nachbereitung der 
Lehrveranstaltung 

2 CP, 
Teilnahme 

 Ernährung, Gender und soziale Reproduk-
tion  

 Nachhaltige Ernährungssysteme und Gen-
der 

 Ernährungspolitik/-governance und Gen-
der 

 Gender in der Wertschöpfungsket-
tenanalyse 
Feminismus und Ernährungssouveränität 

Modu-
lab-
schlussprüfu
ng  

60 Stunden 
Hausarbeit (30,000 
ZoL) 

2 CP, 
Bestehen 

 

Dauer des 
Moduls 

 1 Semester                  2 Semester 

Beginn des 
Moduls 

☐ Wintersemester          ☒ Sommersemester 
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FM 8: Marketing in the Agribusiness and Food Sector Credits: 6 

Learning objectives:  
Students are able 

 to describe and assess advanced concepts and theories of marketing in the agribusiness and food 
sector, 

 to analyze specific problems of marketing in the food sector, 
 to use basic methods of marketing research. 

Preconditions: none 

Teaching  
formats 
 

Hours per week, 
workload in hours 
 

Credits and pre-
conditions for 
granting 

Topics, contents 

L 
 

2 SWS 
60 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 
35 hours prepara-
tion and learning 

2 credits, 
participation 

 Basic approaches of strategic marketing 
(situation analysis, sector-specific ap-
proaches) 

 Current topics (e. g. regional marketing, 
international marketing, eco-marketing 
and alternative rural services) 

 Methods of data collection and data anal-
ysis in market research 

 Methods of strategy analysis and design 

E 2 SWS 
60 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 
35 hours prepara-
tion and learning, 
special working 
task 

2 credits, 
participation, spe-
cial working task, 
term paper 
15.000 ces and 
presentation (15 
minutes)  

 Marketing Research on current issues in 
the agricultural and food sector 

 

Final exam 60 hours 
written exam 
(handwritten or 
PC), 90 minutes 
and preparation 
or  
oral exam 20 
minutes and prepa-
ration 
 

 
2 credits, pass 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Duration of 
module 

 1 semester                               2 semesters 

Start of module   winter semester                        summer semester 
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FM 9: Agricultural Land Markets Credits: 6 

Learning Objectives: 
Students 
 understand the specifics of agricultural land markets, 
 are able to analyze price formation on land markets, 
 can specify and apply hedonic pricing and price diffusion models. 

Preconditions: none 

Teaching formats SWS, hours per 
week, workload in 
hours 

Credits and pre-
conditions for 
granting 

Topics, contents 

L 2 SWS 
90 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 
65 hours prepara-
tion and learning 

3 credits, 
participation 

 Market structure; actors 
 Land price determinants 
 Pricing models; hedonic pricing 
 Price diffusion models 
 Regulation of land markets 
 Land grabbing 

SE 2 SWS 
60 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 
35 hours prepara-
tion and learning 
and special working 
task 

2 credits, partici-
pation, 
presentation, 
20 minutes 

 Training of knowledge from lecture 

Final Exam 30 hours 
Oral exam, 30 
minutes, and prep-
aration 

1 credit, pass  
 

Duration of mod-
ule 

 1 semester                  2 semesters 

Start of module 
 

 winter semester                             summer semester 
will be offered starting WS 18/19 
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FM 10: Controlling und Informationsmanagement  Leistungspunkte: 6 

Lern- und Qualifikationsziele:  
Die Studierenden  
 können Konzepte und Theorieansätze des Controllings und betrieblichen Informationsmanagements be-

schreiben und beurteilen, 
 können grundlegende Instrumente des Controllings entwickeln und anwenden, 
 sind in der Lage, vorhandene Informationsprobleme zu analysieren und den Informationsbedarf zu ermit-

teln und 
 können Datenbanken entwickeln und problemorientiert einsetzen. 

Fachliche Voraussetzungen für die Teilnahme am Modul bzw. bestimmten Lehrveranstaltungen des Moduls: 
keine 

Lehrveranstal-
tungsart 

Präsenzzeit, Work-
load in Stunden 
 

Leistungspunkte 
und Vorausset-
zung für deren 
Erteilung 

Themen, Inhalte 

VL 
 

3 SWS 
120 Stunden 
35 Stunden Prä-
senzzeit, 
85 Stunden Vor- 
und Nachbereitung 
der Lehrveranstal-
tung 

4 CP, 
Teilnahme 

 Ursprünge und Entwicklungsschritte des 
Controllings 

 Funktionen des Controllings 
 Empirische Untersuchungen 
 Informationsgrundlagen 
 Entwicklungswerkzeuge für ein Controlling 

System, Datenmanagement 
 Operative Werkzeuge des Controllings 
 Strategische Werkzeuge des Controllings 
 Datenbankplanung und Entwicklung 
 Flexible Auswertungssysteme für  

Problemanalysen 
 Objektorientierte Visualisierung der  

Ergebnisse 

SE 1 SWS 
30 Stunden 
15 Stunden Prä-
senzzeit, 
15 Stunden Vor- 
und Nachbereitung 
der Lehrveranstal-
tung 

1 CP, 
Teilnahme 

Fallbeispiele zur Vorlesung 

Modulabschluss-
prüfung 
 

30 Stunden 
Mündliche Prüfung, 
30 Minuten, und 
Vorbereitung 

1 CP, Bestehen  

Dauer des  
Moduls 

 1 Semester                              2 Semester 

Beginn des  
Moduls  

 Wintersemester                        Sommersemester 
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FM 11: Introduction to Simulation Models in Market and Policy Analysis Credits: 6 

Learning objectives:  
Students 

 are able to formulate economic models mathematically and to implement them in the General Alge-
braic Modeling System (GAMS), 

 understand the structure, interpretation and development of Social Accounting Matrices (SAM), 
 are able to formulate simple Partial Equilibrium, SAM Multiplier and Computable General Equilibrium 

models and critically assess the suitability of these model types for the analysis of various economic 
research questions, and 

 are acquainted with general guidelines on the steps to conduct when using these types of models in 
the field of market and policy analysis. 

Preconditions: Microeconomics (e.g. CM 3, or similar). Knowledge on International Macroeconomics and Agri-
cultural Trade (FM 5) is helpful, but not required. 

Teaching for-
mats 
 

Hours per week, 
workload in hours 
 

Credits and pre-
conditions for 
granting 

Topics, contents 

L 
 

2 SWS 
90 hours 
25hours presence 
in the class 
65hours prepara-
tion and learning 
 

3 credits, 
participation 

 Introduction to simulation modeling  
 Introduction to General Algebraic Model-

ing System (GAMS)  
 One sector market equilibrium model in 

Excel and GAMS  
 Model extensions (more products and 

countries) 
 Microeconomic foundations of supply and 

demand systems  
 Introduction to Computable General Equi-

librium models  
 Social Accounting Matrices and Multiplier 

Analysis models 
 A basic 2 sector Computable General 

Equilibrium model and extensions 
 A basic 1*2*3 open economy CGE model  
 An open Economy CGE Model with real 

world data  

SE 2 SWS 
60 hours 
25 hours presence 
in the class 
35 hours prepara-
tion and learning 
 

2 credits 
participation 

 Computer exercises on the content of the 
lectures 

Final exam 30 hours 
90 minutes written 
exam 
and preparation 
or 30 minutes oral 
exam  

1 credit 
pass 

 

Duration of 
module 

 1 semester                               2 semesters 

Start of module   winter semester                        summer semester 
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FM 12: Finanzierungstheorie Leistungspunkte: 6 

Lern- und Qualifikationsziele:  
Die Studierenden 
 verfügen über ein Verständnis der wichtigsten theoretischen Grundlagen der Finanzwirtschaft in Agrarun-

ternehmen und 
 haben Methodenkompetenz und Analysefähigkeit trainiert. 

Fachliche Voraussetzungen für die Teilnahme am Modul bzw. bestimmten Lehrveranstaltungen des Moduls: 
Keine. Empfohlen: Modul Quantitative Methods in Agricultural Business Economics (CM 5) 

Lehrveranstal-
tungsart 

Präsenzzeit, Work-
load in Stunden 

Leistungspunkte 
und Vorausset-
zung für deren 
Erteilung 

Themen, Inhalte 

VL 
 

3 SWS 
90 Stunden 
35 Stunden Prä-
senzzeit, 
55 Stunden Vor- 
und Nachbereitung 
der Lehrveranstal-
tung 

3 CP, 
Teilnahme 

 Finanzierungsformen und -quellen 
 Optimaler Verschuldungsgrad 
 Capital Asset Pricing Model 
 Kreditvergabeentscheidung 
 Warenterminbörse 
 Optionspreismodelle 

SE 
 

1 SWS 
60 Stunden 
15 Stunden Prä-
senzzeit, 
45 Stunden Vor- 
und Nachbereitung 
der Lehrveranstal-
tung und der spezi-
ellen Arbeitsleis-
tung 

2 CP, Teilnahme, 
Referat, 20 Minu-
ten 

 Vertiefung der Vorlesungsinhalte 

Modulabschluss-
prüfung 

30 Stunden 
Mündliche Prüfung, 
30 Minuten, und 
Vorbereitung 

1 CP, Bestehen  

Dauer des  
Moduls 

 1 Semester                              2 Semester 

Beginn des  
Moduls  

 Wintersemester                        Sommersemester 
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FM 13: Intermediate Computable General Equilibrium Modelling Credits: 6 

Learning Objectives:  
Students 
 have an overview of different CGE-specifications and their potential as well as limitations regarding the 

research question to be analyzed, 
 are able to adapt standard CGE models for own research-projects. 

Preconditions: successful completion of module FM 11 “Introduction to Simulation Models in Market and Pol-
icy Analysis” or equivalent experience in basic general equilibrium modelling using the General Algebraic 
Modeling System (GAMS) 

Teaching  
formats 
 

Hours per week, workload in 
hours 
 

Credits and 
preconditions 
for granting 

Topics, contents 

L 2 SWS 
90 hours 
25hours presence in class 
65 hours preparation and 
learning 
 

3 credits, 
participation 

Lectures on topics of intermediate CGE mod-
eling such as: 
 Methods for SAM-estimation 
 Choice of macroeconomic closure 
 Working with satellite accounts 
 Options for modeling consumer demand  
 Options for modeling factor mobility and 

employment  
 Modelling of quotas and technological 

change 
 Approaches to modelling non-market 

goods (leisure, ecosystem services) 
 Global CGE modeling 
 Dynamic CGE-modeling 

E 1 SWS 
30 hours 
15 hours presence in class,  
15 hours preparation and 
learning 

1 credit, 
participation 

 Exercises on PCs/notebooks in class in or-
der to digest and apply the material pre-
sented in the lecture 

SE 1 SWS 
30 hours 
15 hours presence in class, 
15 hours preparation and 
learning and special working 
task 

1 credit, 
participation, 
term paper 
15,000 ces 
and presenta-
tion 

Alternatively, students 
 perform a literature review and present on 

a selected topic of intermediate CGE mod-
eling  

 perform an own CGE analysis on a selected 
topic and present their analysis, including 
results 

Final exam 30 hours 
90 minutes written exam or 
30 minutes oral exam and 
preparation 
 

1 credit, 
pass 

 

Duration of 
module 

 1 semester                              2 semesters 

Start of 
module  

 winter semester                        summer semester 
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FM 14: Institutions and Instruments of Development Co-operation  Credits: 6 

Learning objectives: 
Students 
 have discussed the term ‘development’ and the motivations for development cooperation, 
 know the budgetary procedures of providing funds for development cooperation, 
 know the major bilateral and UN organizations involved in international development cooperation, 
 can analyze functions and structures of selected development organizations, 
 know the instruments of development cooperation, 
 know German and UN development institutions in Bonn and have met their staff. 

Preconditions: preferably practical experience in development cooperation (in organization and/or field) 

Teaching  
formats 
 

Hours per week, 
workload in hours 
 

Credits and pre-
conditions for 
granting 

Topics, contents 

L 
 

1 SWS 
30 hours 
15 hours presence 
in class, 
15 hours prepara-
tion and learning 

1 credit, 
participation 

 What does development mean? 
 Motivations for development cooperation 
 Development policy instruments and strat-

egies, budgetary procedures 
 Overview on national and international 

rule-setting institutions and implementing 
organizations 

 Students select institutions to report on 

SE 1 SWS 
30 hours 
15 hours presence 
in class, 
15 hours prepara-
tion and learning 

1 credit, 
participation 
 

 Students present and discuss their reports 
on development institutions, repeating, 
deepening and applying content of intro-
duction lecture 

 Students get group’s and lecturer’s feed-
back on their presentation performance 

FT 30 hours 1 credit, 
participation 

Trip to Bonn to visit the Federal Ministry of De-
velopment, two UN-organizations and one in-
ternational NGO 
Optional: further visits to Berlin-based devel-
opment organizations  

Final exam 90 hours 
term paper, ca. 
30,000 ces  
 

3 credits,  
pass 

Report on one selected development organi-
zation, based on visit/interview/literature, in-
cluding description of one project imple-
mented by this organization, and annexes    

Duration of 
module 

 1 semester                               2 semesters 

Start of module   winter semester                        summer semester 
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FM 15: International Agricultural Trade and Development Research Seminar  Credits: 6 

Learning objectives: 
Students 
 are able to perform literature reviews, 
 are able to write academic papers, 
 are able to present and critically discuss their research work. 

Preconditions: none. Recommended modules: Economics of Agricultural and Rural Development (FM 4) and/or 
International Macroeconomics and Agricultural Trade (FM 5), according the topical focus of the seminar 

Teaching  
formats 
 

Hours per week, 
workload in hours 
 

Credits and pre-
conditions for 
granting 

Topics, contents 

L 1 SWS 
30 hours 
15 hours presence 
in class, 
15 hours prepara-
tion and learning 

1 credit, 
participation 

 Systematic literature search and literature 
review 

 Citation and referencing 
 Formatting a research paper 
 Writing a literature review 
 Writing a research proposal 
 Writing a research paper 
 Presenting a research paper 

SE 3 SWS 
90 hours 
15 hours presence 
in class, 
75 hours prepara-
tion and learning, 
special working 
task 

3 credits, 
participation, 
presentation of a 
term paper (20 
minutes) 

A topical focus in the field of international agri-
cultural trade and development will be an-
nounced at the beginning of the semester. Top-
ics for individual term papers, related to this 
focus, will be agreed upon with the lecturer. 
Students will be individually supervised while 
preparing their paper. The term papers will be 
presented at the end of the semester in class. 
Presentation will be 20 minutes. 

Final exam 60 hours 
term paper , ca. 
45,000 ces 

2 credits, pass  

Duration of 
module 

 1 semester                               2 semesters 

Start of module   winter semester                        summer semester 
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FM 16: Cooperation and Cooperative Organizations  Credits: 6 

Learning objectives: 
Students 
 have an overview of problems of cooperative organizations, 
 are able to apply different theoretical concepts: yardstick, market entry, collective action, organizational 

and development economics, public choice, games and behavior, 
 have an overview of the development of cooperatives and its empirical background and 
 know how to analyze the Cooperative law, strategies towards poverty alleviation and rural development, 

management and business practices as well as self-help initiatives. 

Preconditions: none. Recommended: methodological competence, social competence, theory building skills,  
academic writing skills  

Teaching for-
mats 
 

Hours per week, 
workload in hours 
 

Credits and 
preconditions 
for granting 

Topics, contents 

L 
 

3 SWS 
60 hours 
35 hours presence 
in class,  
25 hours prepara-
tion and learning 

2 credits, 
participation 

 Cooperatives and Democratic Membership 
Organizations (DMOs) worldwide: histori-
cal development, facts and typologies 

 Basics of economic theory: types of goods, 
behaviroral models, the logic of coopera-
tion and self-help organizations 

 Cooperatives as business associations: 
principles, ownership and agents 

 Governing  the  cooperative:  decision-
making, corporate vs cooperative govern-
ance 

 Position and impact of cooperatives in ag-
ribusiness cases: dairy, wine, fruit and 
vegetables 

 Producer organizations in the international 
development debate: poverty alleviation, 
microfinance and gender 

 Cooperatives and communities: rural de-
velopment challenges in the EU, coopera-
tion and the future of municipal infrastruc-
ture 

 Cooperatives in other sectors: Housing co-
operatives, civil society and urbanization; 
energy cooperatives and the transfor-
mation of the energy sector 

SE 1 SWS 
60 hours 
15 hours presence in 
class, 
45 hours preparation 
and learning and spe-
cial working task 

2 credits,  
participation, 
presentation in 
class, 10 
minutes 

Students present and discuss their ideas and 
paper proposals in a students’ colloquium 

Final exam 
60 hours 
term paper, ca. 
30,000 ces 

2 credits, pass  

Duration of 
module 

 1 semester  2 semesters 

Start of module   winter semester  summer semester 
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FM 17: Multifunctional Agricultural Land Use  Credits: 6 

Learning objectives:  
Students 
 are able to identify the demand for land use related ecosystem services in an urban-rural-context, 
 are able to analyze the ecological, economic and social effects of policies regarding the provision of land 

use-connected ecosystem services,  
 understand challenges of multifunctional land use, resulting conflicts and instruments to avoid or solve 

conflicts, and 
 are able to deal with inter- and transdisciplinary research approaches regarding multifunctional agricultural 

land use. 

Preconditions: none 

Teaching  
formats 
 

Hours per week, 
workload in hours 
 

Credits and pre-
conditions for 
granting 

Topics, contents 

L 
 

2 SWS 
60 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 
35 hours prepara-
tion and learning 

2 credits, 
participation 

 Demand for and provision of land use con-
nected ecosystem services 

 Governance of land use related ecosystem 
services 

 Land use conflicts and their governance 
 Inter- and transdisciplinary research ap-

proaches 

SE 2 SWS 
90 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 
65 hours prepara-
tion and learning 
and special working 
task 

3 credits, partici-
pation, 
term paper, ap-
prox. 40,000 ces 
 

 Preparation of a term paper related to lec-
ture-topics 

 Further discussion of lecture topics 

Final exam 30 hours 
Written exam 
(handwritten or 
PC), 90 minutes 
and preparation 
or 
oral exam 20 
minutes and prepa-
ration 
 

 
1 credit, pass 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Duration of 
module 

 1 semester                               2 semesters 

Start of module   winter semester                        summer semester 
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FM 18: Steuerlehre und Gemeinnützigkeit Leistungspunkte: 6 

Lern- und Qualifikationsziele:  
Die Studierenden  
 sind vertraut mit den Grundlagen der Steuerlehre und 
 kennen die steuerlichen Besonderheiten landwirtschaftlicher Betriebe und die steuerlichen Besonderhei-

ten gemeinnütziger Organisationen. 

Fachliche Voraussetzungen für die Teilnahme am Modul bzw. bestimmten Lehrveranstaltungen des Moduls: 
Keine. 

Lehrveranstal-
tungsart 

Präsenzzeit, Work-
load in Stunden 
 

Leistungspunkte 
und Vorausset-
zung für deren 
Erteilung 

Themen, Inhalte 

VL 
 

3 SWS 
90 Stunden 
35 Stunden Prä-
senzzeit, 
55 Stunden Vor- 
und Nachbereitung 
der Lehrveranstal-
tung 

3 CP, 
Teilnahme 

 Abgabenordnung 
 Einkommenssteuerrecht 
 Besteuerung von Unternehmen mit Ge-

winnerzielungsabsicht 
 Besteuerung von Organisation mit ideellen 

Zielen 
 Umsatzsteuer 

UE 1 SWS 
60 Stunden 
15 Stunden Prä-
senzzeit, 
45 Stunden Vor- 
und Nachbereitung 
der Lehrveranstal-
tung  

2 CP, 
Teilnahme 

 Übungen zur Einkommensteuer, zum Un-
ternehmenssteuerrecht, zum Gemeinnüt-
zigkeitsrecht und zur Umsatzsteuer 

Modulabschluss-
prüfung 
 

30 Stunden 
Klausur, 90 Minu-
ten, und Vorberei-
tung 

1 CP, Bestehen  

Dauer des  
Moduls 

 1 Semester                              2 Semester 

Beginn des  
Moduls  

 Wintersemester                        Sommersemester 

  



 

 29

FM 19: Participatory Rural Innovation and Knowledge Systems  Credits: 6 

Learning objectives: 
Students  
 have knowledge in theory and practice of rural knowledge and innovation systems, 
 are able to analyze research and extension processes, with regard to its participatory design, 
 know how to organize trans disciplinary R&D projects in a systematic way and 
 are able to prepare, conduct and evaluate clientele-centred extension. 

Preconditions: none 

Teaching  
formats 
 

Hours per week, 
workload in hours 
 

Credits and pre-
conditions for 
granting 

Topics, contents 

L 
 

2 SWS 
60 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 
35 hours prepara-
tion and learning 

2 credit, 
participation 

 Theoretical foundations concerning organ-
ization and functions of PRIKS  

 Forms of organization in agricultural re-
search and extension services (interna-
tional) 

 Planning of participatory advisory and 
learning processes 

 Implementation of knowledge exchange 
activities 

E 2 SWS 
60 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 
35 hours prepara-
tion and learning 
and special working 
task 

2 credits, partici-
pation, 
individual prepa-
ration of a term 
paper, ca. 10,000 
ces, presentation 
of 15 minutes in-
class 

Intensive training course on communication 
and advisory skills  

Final exam 60 hours 
Written exam, 90 
minutes, or term 
paper (ca. 45,000 
ces) and prepara-
tion  

2 credits, pass  

Duration of 
module 

 1 semester                               2 semesters 

Start of module   winter semester                        summer semester 
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FM 20: Environmental Sociology and Environmental Policy  Credits: 6 

Learning objectives: 
Students know 
 the role of lifestyles and consumption patterns for natural resource use and concepts and approaches 

dealing with nature-society interactions,  
 the framework of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) of the European Union (EU) in the light of agri-

environmental policies and services, 
 the historical development of the European Union (EU) and its decision-making processes,  
 the nature of current climate change adaptation projects in Europe, India, Africa and Latin America in-

cluding how climate change can be deciphered as a complex socio-natural process, 
 how to sensitize the special responsibility of urban areas for climate policy, 
 the view on sustainable development as a social transformation process and current modelling ap-

proaches for sustainability impact analysis in the frame of policy advice. 

Preconditions: none  

Teaching for-
mats 
 

Hours per week, 
workload in hours 
 

Credits and pre-
conditions for 
granting 

Topics, contents 

L 
 

3 SWS 
60 hours 
35 hours presence 
in class, 
25 hours prepara-
tion and learning 

2 credits, 
participation 

 Basic concepts and approaches of  
environmental sociology 

 Lifestyles, consumption patterns and  
environmental impacts 

 Environmental awareness and behavior 
 Climate change from a sociological point  

of view (climate discourse analysis) 
 The role of cities in climate policy  

(adaptation, mitigation) 
 Sustainable Development from a  

sociological point of view 
 Decision making processes within the  

European Union (EU) and the related 
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)  

 EU Agri-environmental policy,  
multifunctionality in agriculture and  
theory on ecosystem services 

 World-wide examples on climate change 
adaptation and ecosystem service pro-
jects 

 Modeling approaches for sustainability  
impact analysis related to land-use 
change and land use policies 

SE 1 SWS 
90 hours 
15 hours presence 
in class, 
75 hours prepara-
tion and learning 
and special working 
task 

3 credits, partici-
pation, 
term paper, ca. 
30,000 ces  

Further discussion of lecture topics 

Final exam 30 hours 
Oral exam, 20 
minutes, based on 
the term paper, 
and preparation 

1 credit, pass  

Duration of 
module 

 1 semester                               2 semesters 

Start of module   winter semester                        summer semester 
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FM 21: Human Resource Management  Leistungspunkte: 6 

Lern- und Qualifikationsziele:  
Die Studierenden  
 haben ein Problembewusstsein für arbeits- und personalwissenschaftliche Aufgabenfelder im Agrarbe-

reich, 
 haben Fach- und Methodenkompetenz in den Arbeits- und personalwissenschaftlichen Grundlagen des 

Personalmanagements. 

Fachliche Voraussetzungen für die Teilnahme am Modul bzw. bestimmten Lehrveranstaltungen des Moduls: 
Keine: 

Lehrveranstal-
tungsart 

Präsenzzeit, Work-
load in Stunden 
 

Leistungspunkte 
und Vorausset-
zung für deren 
Erteilung 

Themen, Inhalte 

VL 
 

3 SWS 
60 Stunden 
35 Stunden Prä-
senzzeit, 
25 Stunden Vor- 
und Nachbereitung 
der Lehrveranstal-
tung 

2 CP, 
Teilnahme 

Personalwirtschaftliches und arbeitswirtschaft-
liches Instrumentarium für das Agrarmanage-
ment 
 Personalbeschaffung 
 Personaleinsatz 
 Personalentlohnung 
 Personalfreistellung 
 Mitarbeiterführung 
 Arbeitsstudium 
 Arbeitsgestaltung 
 Arbeitsplanung 

UE 1 SWS 
60 Stunden 
15 Stunden Prä-
senzzeit, 
45 Stunden Vor- 
und Nachbereitung 
der Lehrveranstal-
tung und der spezi-
ellen Arbeitsleis-
tung 

2 CP, Teilnahme, 
Referat, 20 Minu-
ten 

Fallbeispiele zur Vorlesung 

Modulabschluss-
prüfung 
 

60 Stunden 
Mündliche Prüfung, 
30 Minuten oder 
Hausarbeit, ca. 
30.000 ZoL, und 
Vorbereitung 
 

2 CP, Bestehen  

Dauer des  
Moduls 

 1 Semester                              2 Semester 

Beginn des  
Moduls  

 Wintersemester                        Sommersemester 
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FM 22: Qualitative Research Methods  Credits: 6 

Learning objectives: 
Students are able to  

 describe the methodological foundations and purpose of qualitative research methods, 
 characterize different qualitative research techniques and explain the underlying ontological and 

epistemological assumptions, 
 assess the suitability and limitations of qualitative methods for research problems related to their 

taught programs (e.g., agriculture and food issues, resource management, gender studies), 
 critically assess methodological choices in qualitative research, 
 develop a research design for a topic of their own choice and justify their own methodological 

choices, 
 reflect on the positionality of the researcher in the research process. 

Preconditions: None 

Teaching For-
mat 

Hours per week, 
workload in hours 
 

Credits and pre-
conditions for 
granting 

Topics, contents 

L 
 

2 SWS 
60 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 
35 hours prepara-
tion 
and learning 

2 credits, partici-
pation 

methodological foundations of qualitative re-
search methods; 
 advanced discussion of different qualita-

tive research methods, e.g. interviews, 
focus groups, qualitative document 
analysis, observational techniques, eth-
nographic field studies 

 qualitative research design and method-
ological choices 

 approaches to researcher reflexivity  
 research ethics 

SE 2 SWS 
90 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 
65 hours prepara-
tion 
and learning  

3 credits, active 
participation 

Critical assessment and application of the con-
cepts from the lectures 

Final Exam 
 

30 hours 
Written exam (90 
minutes) or oral 
exam (30 minutes) 
and preparation, 
or term paper 
(35,000 ces) 

1 credit, pass  

Duration of mo-
dule 

 1 semester                              2 semesters 

Start of module   winter semester                        summer semester 
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FM 23: Umwelt- und Bioethik                                                                                                  Leistungspunkte: 6 

Lern- und Qualifikationsziele 
Die Studierenden  
 haben Begrifflichkeiten, Definitionen und Anwendungsfelder der Bioethik kennen gelernt, 
 haben ethische Positionen und Begründungen kennen gelernt und die Fähigkeit, deren Praktikabilität anhand ver-

schiedener gesellschaftspolitischer Fragen zu prüfen gelernt, 
 haben anhand von konkreten Fallbeispielen ihr Argumentations- und Reflexionsvermögen in ethischen und morali-

schen Fragestellungen geschult und erweitert, 
 haben gelernt, konkrete ethische Problemstellungen und Konflikte zwischen den Schutz- und Nutzungsinteressen 

von Boden, Pflanze, Tier, Mensch und den kommenden Generationen zu analysieren und ethisch zu bewerten. 

Fachliche Voraussetzungen: keine 

Lehrveran-
staltungsart 

Präsenzzeit/Workload  Leistungspunkte und Vo-
raussetzung für deren Er-
teilung 

Themen, Inhalte 

VL 2 SWS 
60 Stunden 
25 Stunden Präsenzzeit, 
35 Stunden Vor- und 
Nachbereitung 
der Lehrveranstaltung 

2 CP, Teilnahme  Einführung in die Ethik 
 Wissenschaftsethik 
 Bioethik:  

Schwerpunkt Mensch 
 Bioethik für Umwelt, Pflanze & Tier 
 Sozial-, Agrar- & Wirtschaftsethik 

SE 2 SWS 
90 Stunden 
25 Stunden Präsenzzeit, 
65 Stunden Vor- und 
Nachbereitung 
der Lehrveranstaltung und 
der speziellen Arbeitsleis-
tung 

3 CP, Teilnahme, 
Referat von 45 Minuten 
 

Vertiefende Diskussion der Vorlesungsin-
halte 

Modul- 
abschluss-
prüfung 

30 Stunden 
Hausarbeit  
35.000 ZoL 

1 CP, Bestehen 
  

 

Dauer des 
Moduls 

 1 Semester                              2 Semester 

Beginn des 
Moduls  

 Wintersemester                        Sommersemester, Start 2019, alle 2 Jahre 
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FM 24: Studienprojekt  Leistungspunkte: 12 

Lern- und Qualifikationsziele:  
Die Studierenden  
 können ein selbst ausgewähltes oder von den Lehrenden ausgegebenes wissenschaftliches Thema be-

schreiben und beurteilen, 
 können grundlegende Schlussfolgerungen und Lösungsansätze entwickeln und anwenden, 
 sind in der Lage, die ermittelten Ergebnisse darzustellen und zu erläutern. 

Fachliche Voraussetzungen für die Teilnahme am Modul bzw. bestimmten Lehrveranstaltungen des Moduls: 
Keine. Empfohlen: Absolvierte Pflichtmodule CM 1-5. 

Lehrveranstal-
tungsart 

Präsenzzeit, Work-
load in Stunden 
 

Leistungspunkte 
und Vorausset-
zung für deren 
Erteilung 

Themen, Inhalte 

SPJ 
 

8 SWS 
180 Stunden 
90 Stunden Prä-
senzzeit, 
90 Stunden Vor- 
und Nachbereitung 
der Lehrveranstal-
tung 

6 CP, 
Teilnahme 

Selbständige wissenschaftliche Bearbeitung 
eines Themas aus dem Modulspektrum des 
Studiengangs, einzeln oder in der Gruppe. 
Bearbeitungszeit: 15 Wochen. 

Modulabschluss-
prüfung 
 

180 Stunden 
 
Teilprüfung 1: 
Schriftlicher Pro-
jektbericht ca.  
45.000 ZoL 
 
Teilprüfung 2: 
mündliche Prüfung 
auf der Basis des 
Projektberichtes, 
30 Minuten je Stu-
dierendem/ Studie-
render, und Vorbe-
reitung  

 
 
Teilprüfung 1:  
4 CP, Bestehen 
 
 
 
Teilprüfung 2: 
2 CP, Bestehen 
 

Aufgrund des hohen Modulumfangs wird die 
Leistung nicht nur in Form eines schriftlichen 
Papiers festgestellt, sondern in der Präsenta-
tion und Diskussion auch die Fähigkeit der 
Studierenden eruiert, die erarbeiteten Inhalte 
darzustellen, kritisch einzuordnen und zu dis-
kutieren.   
 

Dauer des  
Moduls 

 1 Semester                              2 Semester 

Beginn des  
Moduls  

 Wintersemester                        Sommersemester 
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FM 24: Study Project  Credits: 12 

Learning objectives:  
Students 
 are able to describe a scientific problem, either self-chosen or handed out by the instructor, 
 are able to draw basic conclusions and develop an approach to the solution of the problem and 
 are able to present and discuss the obtained results. 

Preconditions: none. Recommended: passing of the compulsory modules 1-5. 

Teaching for-
mats 
 

Hours per week, 
workload in hours 
 

Credits and pre-
conditions for 
granting 

Topics, contents 

SPJ 
 

8 SWS 
180 hours 
90 hours presence 
in class,  
90 hours prepara-
tion and learning 

6 credits, 
participation 

Individual or group work on a scientific topic, 
related to the spectrum of modules of this 
program  
Editing time: 15 weeks 
 

Final exam 
 

180 hours 
 
Exam 1: term pa-
per, ca. 45,000 ces 
 
Exam 2: oral exam, 
based on the term 
paper, 30 minutes 
per student, and 
preparation 

 
 
Exam 1: 
4 credits, pass 
 
 
Exam 2:  
2 credits, pass 

Due to the size of the module, the results are 
not only examined in the form of a written 
paper, but also an oral presentation and dis-
cussion. This allows to examine students' abil-
ity, to present, critically reflect and discuss 
the content of their papers. 
 

Duration of 
module  

 1 semester                               2 semesters 

Start of module   winter semester                        summer semester 
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FM 25: Special Topics in Agricultural Economics  Credits: 6 

Learning objectives:  
Students 

 understand selected topics in agricultural economics, 
 are able to describe and critically discuss selected topics in agricultural economics, and 
 are able to discuss the relevance of selected topics in agricultural economics for the agricultural and 

food sector in general. 

Preconditions: none 

Teaching For-
mat 

Hours per week, 
workload in hours 
 

Credits and pre-
conditions for 
granting 

Topics, contents 

L or SE 
 

2 SWS 
75 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 
50 hours prepara-
tion and learning 
and special working 
task 

2.5 credits, 
participation, 
presentation of a 
term paper 15 
minutes 

Selected topics in agricultural economics 
 
The lecture/seminar topics will be announced 
at the beginning of the semester 
 
 

L or SE or E 2 SWS 
75 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 
50 hours prepara-
tion and learning 
and special working 
task 

2.5 credits, 
participation, 
presentation of a 
term paper 15 
minutes 

Selected topics in agricultural economics 
 
The lecture/seminar topics will be announced 
at the beginning of the semester 
 
 

Exam 
 

30 hours 
Written exam, 90 
minutes and prepa-
ration 
or 
oral exam 30 
minutes and prepa-
ration 
or  
term paper 
of about 45,000 ces  

 
1 credit, pass 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Duration of mo-
dule 

 1 semester                              2 semesters 

Start of module   winter semester                        summer semester 
Module will not be offered on a regular basis. Information can be found on AGNES or  
KVV. 
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FM 26: Topics in Agricultural and Food Policy  Leistungspunkte: 6 

Learning objectives:  
Students are able to 

 describe and critically discuss selected topics in agricultural and food policy, 
 develop and justify solutions to topics in agricultural and food policy, and 
 discuss the relevance of selected topics in agricultural and food policy for the agricultural and food 

sector in general. 

Preconditions: none 

Teaching For-
mat 

hours per week, 
workload in hours 
 

Credits and pre-
conditions for 
granting 

Topic, contents 

L or SE 
 

2 SWS 
75 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 
50 hours prepara-
tion and learning 
and special working 
task 

2.5 credits, 
participation, 
presentation of a 
term paper 15 
minutes 

Selected topics in agricultural and food policy 
 
The lecture/seminar topics will be announced 
at the beginning of the semester 
 
 

L or SE or E 2 SWS 
75 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 
50 hours prepara-
tion and learning 
and special working 
task 

2.5 credits, 
participation,  
presentation of a 
term paper 15 
minutes 

Selected topics in agricultural and food policy 
 
The lecture/seminar topics will be announced 
at the beginning of the semester 
 
 

Exam 
 

30 hours 
Written exam, 90 
minutes and prepa-
ration 
or 
oral exam 30 
minutes and prepa-
ration 
or  
term paper 
of about 45,000 ces  

 
1 credit, pass 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Duration of mo-
dule 

 1 semester                              2 semesters 

Start of module   winter semester                        summer semester 
Module will not be offered on a regular basis. Information can be found on AGNES or KVV 
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FM 27: Topics in Agricultural Business Economics  Credits: 6 

Learning objectives:  
Students 

 understand selected topics in agricultural business economics, 
 are able to describe and critically discuss selected topics in agricultural business economics, and 
 are able to discuss the relevance of selected topics in agricultural business economics for the agri-

cultural and food sector in general. 

Preconditions: none 

Teaching For-
mat 

Hours per week, 
workload in hours 
 

Credits and pre-
conditions for 
granting 

Topics, contents 

L or SE 
 

2 SWS 
75 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 
50 hours prepara-
tion and learning 
and special working 
task 

2.5 credits, 
participation, 
presentation of a 
term paper 15 
minutes 

Selected topics in agricultural business eco-
nomics 
 
The lecture/seminar topics will be announced 
at the beginning of the semester 
 
 

L or SE or E 2 SWS 
75 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 
50 hours prepara-
tion and learning 
and special working 
task 

2.5 credits, 
participation, 
presentation of a 
term paper 15 
minutes 

Selected topics in agricultural business eco-
nomics 
 
The lecture/seminar topics will be announced 
at the beginning of the semester 
 
 

Exam 
 

30 hours 
Written exam, 90 
minutes and prepa-
ration 
or 
oral exam 30 
minutes and prepa-
ration 
or  
term paper 
of about 45,000 ces  

 
1 credit, pass 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Duration of mo-
dule 

 1 semester                              2 semesters 

Start of module   winter semester                        summer semester 
Module will not be offered on a regular basis. Information can be found on AGNES or KVV 
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FM 28: Applied Data Analysis  Credits: 6 

Learning objectives:  
Students 
 understand selected topics in applied data analysis, 
 are familiar with standard statistical software. 

Preconditions: none 

Teaching for-
mats 

Hours per week, 
workload in hours 
 

Credits and pre-
conditions for 
granting 

Topics, contents 

L+E or SE 
 

2 SWS 
60 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 
35 hours prepara-
tion and learning 

2 credits, 
participation 

 Selected topics in applied data analysis 
 Application of these topics using standard 

statistical software 
 The lecture topics will be announced at the 

beginning of the semester. 

L+E or SE 
 

2 SWS 
60 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 
35 hours prepara-
tion and learning 

2 credits, 
participation 

 Selected topics in applied data analysis 
 Application of these topics using standard 

statistical software 
 The lecture topics will be announced at the 

beginning of the semester. 

Final exam 60 hours 
Written exam 
(handwritten or 
PC), 90 minutes 
and preparation 
or 
oral exam 20 
minutes and prepa-
ration 
 

2 credits, pass 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Duration of 
module 

 1 semester                              2 semesters 

Start of module   winter semester                        summer semester 
 
Module will not be offered on a regular basis. Information can be found on AGNES or KVV. 
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FM 29:   Futures of Agriculture and Food Credits: 6 

Learning objectives: 
Students are able to  

 explain the role of science in the development and justification of societal visions for the future of 
agriculture and food systems, 

 describe and analyze alternative visions of the future development of agriculture and food systems 
and critically assess their purposes and effects, 

 explain and apply methods for the critical exploration of alternative futures, 
 develop critical arguments about likely and desirable futures of agriculture and food systems.  
  

Entry conditions: none.  

Teaching For-
mat 

Hours per week, 
workload in hours 
 

Credits and pre-
conditions for 
granting 

Topics, contents 

LE 
 

1 SWS 
30 hours 
15 hours presence 
in class, 
15 hours preparation 
and learning 

1 credit, partici-
pation 

 Scientific advice and societal visions of 
the future 

 Approaches to the creation of visions for 
future technological and societal develop-
ments 

 Approaches to the critical exploration of 
alternative futures  

 Alternative futures of agriculture and food 
systems  

SE 1 SWS 
30 hours 
15 hours presence 
in class, 
15 hours preparation 
and learning and 
special working task 

1 credit, active 
participation, 
oral defence of 
the term paper 
(30 minutes), or 
group presenta-
tion (15 minutes) 
and oral defence 
of the group term 
paper (30 
minutes)  

 Critical assessment and application of the 
concepts from the lectures, creation of ar-
guments building on the concepts and 
content from the lectures 

 Presentation of group work or term pa-
pers 

E 2 SWS 
60 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 35 hours 
preparation 
and learning 

2 credits, active 
participation 

Application of the concepts from the course. 
Guidance on group work or term papers.  

Final Exam 
 

60 hours 
Group term paper 
(70,000 ces) or indi-
vidual term paper 
(30,000 ces) 

2 credits, pass 
 
 
 

 

Duration of 
module 

 1 semester                              2 semester 

Start of mod-
ule  

 winter semester                        Summer semester 
Module will be offered every second year. 
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FM 16 (ÜF): Cooperation and Cooperative Organizations  Credits: 10 

Learning objectives: 
Students 
 have an overview of problems of cooperative organizations 
 are able to apply different theoretical concepts: yardstick, market entry, collective action, organizational 

and development economics, public choice, games and behavior, 
 have an overview of the development of cooperatives and its empirical background and 
 know how to analyze the Cooperative law, strategies towards poverty alleviation and rural development, 

management and business practices as well as self-help initiatives. 

Preconditions: none. Recommended: methodological competence, social competence, theory building skills,  
academic writing skills  

Teaching for-
mats 
 

Hours per week, 
workload in hours 
 

Credits and 
preconditions 
for granting 

Topics, contents 

L 
 

3 SWS 
60 hours 
35 hours presence 
in class,  
25 hours prepara-
tion and learning 

2 credits, 
participation 

 Cooperatives and Democratic Membership 
Organizations (DMOs) worldwide: histori-
cal development, facts and typologies 

 Basics of economic theory: types of goods, 
behavioral models, the logic of cooperation 
and self-help organizations 

 Cooperatives as business associations: 
principles, ownership and agents 

 Governing the cooperative: decision-ma- 
king, corporate vs cooperative governance 

 Position and impact of cooperatives in ag-
ribusiness cases: dairy, wine, fruit and 
vegetables 

 Producer organizations in the international 
development debate: poverty alleviation, 
microfinance and gender 

 Cooperatives and communities: rural de-
velopment challenges in the EU, coopera-
tion and the future of municipal infrastruc-
ture 

 Cooperatives in other sectors: Housing co-
operatives, civil society and urbanization; 
energy cooperatives and the transfor-
mation of the energy sector 

SE 1 SWS 
60 hours 
15 hours presence in 
class, 
45 hours preparation 
and learning and spe-
cial working task 

2 credits,  
participation, 
presentation in 
class, 10 
minutes 

Students present and discuss their ideas and 
paper proposals in a students’ colloquium 

Final exam 
180 hours 
Term paper, ca. 
40,000 ces 

6 credits, pass  

Duration of 
module 

 1 semester  2 semesters 

Start of module   winter semester  summer semester 
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FM 4 (ÜF): Economics of Agricultural and Rural Development  Credits: 10 

Learning objectives:  
Students 
 know the definitions and dimensions of development, main development theories and their implications for 

the states and processes of development, 
 are able to compare and contrast development experiences of different countries and regions,  
 are able to critically discuss past and potential policy interventions, especially those targeting agriculture,  
 are able to identify development problems, especially in agricultural and rural development, and develop 

strategies in light of past successful and failed experiences of countries. 

Preconditions: none 

Teaching  
formats 
 

Hours per week, work-
load in hours 
 

Credits and pre-
conditions for 
granting 

Topics, contents 

L 
 

3 SWS 
90 hours 
35 hours presence in 
class, 
55 hours preparation 
and learning 

3 credits, 
participation 

 Definitions and dimensions of develop-
ment 

 Measuring development and indicators 
 Actors of development and political econ-

omy 
 Development assistance and development 
 Population and demography 
 Education, health and human capital 
 Inequality, poverty and development 
 Trade, growth and development 
 Migration, refugees and IDPs 
 Agricultural productivity and development 
 Rural and micro finance 
 Foreign direct investment in agriculture 
 Climate change and agriculture 
 Water and development  

SE 
 

1 SWS 
60 hours 
15 hours presence in 
class, 
45 hours preparation 
and learning and special 
working task 

2 credits, 
participation, 
term paper 
25,000 ces  

 Different formats to digest the lecture 
content such as:  

 Case studies on different countries and re-
gions on the successes and failures of de-
velopment 

 Mandatory readings and discussions 
 Student term papers on selected develop-

ment topics 

SE 2 SWS 
120 hours 
25 hours presence in 
class, 
95 hours preparation 
and learning and special 
working task 
 

4 credits, partici-
pation  
term paper 
(40,000 ces, 
graded), presen-
tation of 20 
minutes of a term 
paper (graded) 

 Preparation and presentation of 20 
minutes of a term paper, graded (to ena-
ble students to assess their academic 
writing and presentation skills) 

Final exam 30 hours 
Written exam, 90 
minutes and preparation 
or 
oral exam, 30 minutes 
and preparation 
 

1 credit, pass 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Duration of 
module 

 1 semester                               2 semesters 

Start of 
Module  

 winter semester                        summer semester 
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FM 2 (ÜF): European and International Agricultural Policy  Credits: 10 

Learning objectives: 
Students are able to  

 describe and critically discuss central issues in European and international agricultural policy, 
 explain the development of European and international agricultural policy, 
 assess academic and political arguments about European and international agricultural policy, 
 apply the concepts from the course to analyze current problems in European and international agri-

culture and to develop solutions.  

Preconditions: None. Module Public Policy Analysis: Agriculture and Food Policy (CM 2) is recommended. 

Teaching For-
mat 

Hours per week, 
workload in hours 
 

Credits and pre-
conditions for 
granting 

Topics, contents 

L 
 

2 SWS 
60 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 
35 hours preparation 
and learning 

2 credits, partici-
pation 

 Development and perspectives of Euro-
pean agricultural policy 

 Agricultural policy-making in the Euro-
pean Union: the interplay of institutions, 
interests, ideas and policies  

 Cross-policy and multi-level linkages: Ag-
ricultural markets, food, trade, rural areas 
and the environment 

 New societal concerns and agricultural 
policy (e.g. animal welfare, food sover-
eignty) 

 Comparative perspectives  

SE 2 SWS 
90 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 65 hours 
preparation 
and learning 

3 credits, active 
participation 

Critical assessment and application of the 
concepts from the lectures, creation of argu-
ments building on the concepts and content 
from the lectures 

SE 1 SWS 
120 hours 
15 hours presence 
in class and individ-
ual supervision, 110 
hours preparation 
and learning and 
special working task 
 

4 credits, partici-
pation 
Group term paper 
(70,000 ces) or 
individual term 
paper (30,000 
ces) and 
oral defence of 
the term paper 
(30 minutes), or 
group presenta-
tion (15 minutes) 
and oral defence 
of the group term 
paper (30 
minutes) 

Extended critical assessment and application 
of the concepts from the lectures, creation of 
arguments building on the concepts and con-
tent from the lectures 
 

Final Exam 
 

30 hours 
Written exam (90 
minutes) or oral 
exam (30 minutes), 
and preparation  

1 credit, pass 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Duration of 
module 

 1 semester                              2 semesters 

Start of mod-
ule  

 winter semester                        summer semester 
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FM 29 (ÜF): Futures of Agriculture and Food                                                                      Credits: 10 

Learning objectives: 
Students are able to  

 explain the role of science in the development and justification of societal visions for the future of 
agriculture and food systems, 

 describe and analyze alternative visions of the future development of agriculture and food systems 
and critically assess their purposes and effects, 

 explain and apply methods for the critical exploration of alternative futures, 
 develop critical arguments about likely and desirable futures of agriculture and food systems.  

Entry conditions: None.  

Teaching For-
mat 

hours per week, 
workload in hours 
 

Credits and pre-
conditions for 
granting 

Topics, contents 

L 
 

1 SWS 
30 hours 
15 hours presence 
in class, 
15 hours preparation 
and learning 

1 credit, partici-
pation 

 Scientific advice and societal visions of 
the future 

 Approaches to the creation of visions for 
future technological and societal develop-
ments 

 Approaches to the critical exploration of 
alternative futures  

 Alternative futures of agriculture and food 
systems  

SE 1 SWS 
30 hours 
15 hours presence 
in class, 15 hours 
preparation 
and learning 

1 credit, active 
participation 

Critical assessment and application of the 
concepts from the lectures, creation of argu-
ments building on the concepts and content 
from the lectures 

SE 2 SWS 
60 hours 
25 hours presence in 
class, 35 hours prep-
aration and learning 
and special working 
task 
 

2 credits, partici-
pation,  
group term paper 
(70,000 ces), 
group presenta-
tion (15 min.) 
and oral defence 
of group term pa-
per (30 min.) 
 

Extended critical assessment and application 
of the concepts from the lectures, creation of 
arguments building on the concepts and con-
tent from the lectures 
 

E 2 SWS 
60 hours 
25 hours presence 
in class, 35 hours 
preparation 
and learning 

2 credits active 
participation 

Application of the concepts from the course. 
Guidance on group work or term papers.  

Final Exam 
 

120 hours 
Individual term paper 
(30,000 ces) or mul-
timedia exam (multi-
mediale Prüfung) (15 
minutes) 
 

 
4 credits, pass 

 

Duration of 
module 

 1 Semester                              2 Semester 

Start of mod-
ule  

 winter semester                        summer semester 
Module will be offered every second year. 
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Ideal Study track* 
Here you can find allocation of modules according to the different types of lessons, ECTS (CP) for the Semesters, 
that will form an ideal study track but that is not compulsory. 
 

Module 
no. 

Module title 1st Semester 2nd Semester 3rd Semester 4th Semester 

Compulsory (in total 60 CP) 

CM 1 Institutional Economics and  
Political Economy 

Lecture, 
Seminar 
4 SWS 
6 CP 

   

CM 2 Public Policy Analysis: Agriculture 
and Food Policy  

Lecture, 
Seminar, 4 
SWS 
6 CP 

   

CM 3 Microeconomics: Theory and Pol-
icy Analysis 

Lecture, 
Exercise 
6 SWS 
6 CP 

   

CM 4 Econometrics 

Lecture, 
Exercise 
4 SWS 
6 CP 

   

CM 5 Quantitative Methods in Agricul-
tural Business Economics 

Lecture, 
Exercise 
4 SWS 
6 CP 

   

Masterarbeit/Master Thesis    30 CP 

Elective Courses (in total 30 CP) 

FM 5 FM-modules or 3 FM-modules 
and study project  In total 30 CP  

Free Choice Courses (30 CP) 

ÜF 

Master modules of other study 
programs of the institute, other 
master program modules of other 
faculties  

 In total 30 CP  

CP per 
semes-
ter 

 30 CP 30 CP 30 CP 30 CP 

 
* The 2nd or 3rd semester are usually best suited for studying at a university abroad. 

It is recommended to sign a learning agreement before studying abroad. This will help to 
acknowledge the courses studied abroad. 
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Program specific examination regula-
tion  
Master of Science Program „Agricultural Economics“ 
 
 
In accordance with § 17.1.3 of the constitution of 
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin version of 24. octo-
ber 2013 (published in the official bulletin of Hum-
boldt-Universität zu Berlin No. 47/2013) the Faculty 
Council of the Faculty of Life Science released the 
following study regulations on the 20. September 
2017: 
 
 
§ 1 Area of application 
§ 2 Regular study period 
§ 3 Examination board 
§ 4 Final modules exam 
§ 5 Re-taking exams 
§ 6 Master’s thesis 
§ 7 Final grade 
§ 8 Academic degree 
§ 9 Coming into force 
 
Anlage: overview on examinations  
 

 

§ 1 Area of application 

The regulations presented hereinafter contain specific 
examination guidelines for the Master’s program „Ag-
ricultural Science“. They are valid in combination with 
the specific guidelines for the Master’s program in Ag-
ricultural Economics and the cross-curricular statues 
for regulating, admission, study and examination 
(ZSP-HU) in their current versions. 
 

§ 2 Regular study period 

The regular study period for the Master’s program in 
Agricultural Economics is four semester. 
 

§ 3 Examination board 

The examination board of the Institute for Agricul-
tural and Horticultural Science is responsible for 
handling issues related to the examinations for the 
Master’s program in Agricultural Economics. 
 

§ 4 Final module examinations 

In accordance with ZSP-HU, oral or practical final 
module examinations are to be supervised by an ex-
pert assessor; if this is not possible, two examiners 
are required. The assessor is intended to only ob-
serve and record the relevant details of the exam. 

                                                 
  Die Universitätsleitung hat die Studienordnung am ____ 

bestätigt. 

He or she is not to be involved in either the exami-
nation administration, discussion or grading. 
 

§ 5 Re-taking exams 

(1) Successfully passed final module examinations 
that have been registered within the regular study pe-
riod can be retaken once to improve the candidate’s 
grade.  
 
(2) Re-taking the final examination according to §5.1 
is limited for up to three modules. 
 

§ 6  Master’s thesis 

(1) Successfully passed master theses need to be 
publicly defended. The oral defense needs to be con-
ducted eight weeks following thesis submission the 
latest.  
(2) The written part of the master’s thesis counts 
for two parts of the final grade and the oral de-
fense counts for one part (2:1).  
 

§ 7 Final grade 

(1) The final grade for the Master’s program in Ag-
ricultural Economics is comprised of the combined 
grades for the module-completion exams and the 
master’s thesis, weighted according to the amount 
of credits granted for each of these components, 
which can be found in the annex.  
 
(2) Module-completion exams that are not graded 
or cannot be translated into a comparable grading 
system, and are therefore simply referred to as be-
ing “passed”, will not be included in the calculation 
of the final grade.  
 

§ 8 Academic degree 

Successful graduates of the Master’s program in Ag-
ricultural Economics will be awarded the degree Mas-
ter of Science (abbreviated M.Sc.). 
 

§ 9 Coming into forces 

(1) This regulation will come into force on 1. October 
2017.



 

 48

(2) This regulation applies to all students who begin 
their studies after the regulation has come into force 
as well as to students who have changed their uni-
versity, program or study track. 
 
(3)  
The regulations from 23. September 2014 (official 
bulletin of Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, No. 
116/2014) apply to those students who began their 
studies prior to the coming into force of the present 
regulation. Alternatively, such students can also 
choose to study under the present regulations, in-
cluding the corresponding study regulation. The 
choice needs to be declared in writing at the exami-
nation office and is irreversible. For those choosing 
the new regulations, all already completed and rel-
evant coursework (modules) will be assessed and 
granted an equivalent amount of credits according 
to the new regulations and in accordance with §110 
ZSP-HU. The examination regulation dated 23. Sep-
tember 2014 will expire 31. March 2020. After expi-
ration, all students will be bound to the new regula-
tions, with already completed coursework being as-
sessed as above, for those students previously un-
der the old regulations. 
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Annex: Overview on Examinations  
Abbreviation: 
CM: Pflichtmodul; FM: Fachliches Wahlpflichtmodul; SPJ: Studienprojekt; ZoL: Zeichen ohne Leerstellen 
Abbreviations:  
CM: Compulsory Module; FM: Focal Module; SPJ: Study Project, ces: characters excluding space 
 

Module No. Module title 
 
 

ECTS 
granted 

Study-specific admission re-
quirements for the examina-
tion  

Type, duration/processing time/extent, if applica-
ble language of the examination 
 

Grading 

Compulsory modules (60 ECTS) 

CM 1 Institutional Economics and Political Economy 6 none Written exam, 90 minutes  yes 

CM 2 Public Policy Analysis: Agriculture and 
Food Policy  

6 none Written exam, 90 minutes, or oral exam, 30 
minutes, or term paper of 35,000 ces 

yes 

CM 3 Microeconomics: Theory and Policy Analysis 6 none Written exam (90 minutes, handwritten or PC) or 
oral exam (30 minutes)  

yes 

CM 4 Econometrics 6 none Written exam (90 minutes, handwritten or PC) or 
oral exam (20 minutes) 

yes 

CM 5 Quantitative Methods in Agricultural Business Eco-
nomics 

6 none  Oral exam at PC, 30 minutes yes 

Masterarbeit/Master Thesis 30 Nachweis über den Ab-
schluss der Pflichtmodule 1 
– 5/ Passing of the com-
pulsory modules 1-5 

Die Bearbeitungszeit beträgt 24 Wochen. Umfang 
der schriftlichen Arbeit: ca. 150.000 bis 240.000 
ZoL (entspricht etwa 50 bis 80 Seiten), und 
mündliche Verteidigung in einem Kolloquium, 60 
Minuten, einschließlich Diskussion. 
Time from registration to submission: 24 weeks; 
Written thesis, ca. 150,000 to 240,000 ces (ca. 
50-80 pages), and oral defense in a colloquium, 
60 minutes, including discussion. 
 

yes 

Focal modules (30 CP, i.e. 5 regular modules or 3 regular modules and study project) 

FM 1 Agribusiness Management 6 none Written exam (90 minutes, handwritten or PC) yes 

FM 2 European and International Agricultural Policy 6 none Written exam, 90 minutes, or oral exam, 30 
minutes, or term paper 35,000 ces 

yes 

FM 3 Internationale Agrarentwicklung 6 keine  Klausur, 90 Minuten (handschriftlich oder am PC), 
oder mündliche Prüfung, 30 Minuten 

yes 
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FM 4 Economics of Agricultural and Rural Development  6 none Written exam, 90 minutes, or oral exam, 30 
minutes 

yes 

FM 5 International Macroeconomics and Agricultural 
Trade 

6 none Written exam, 90 minutes, or oral exam, 30 
minutes  

yes 

FM 6 Environmental and Resource Economics  6 none Written exam, 90 minutes yes 

FM 7 Gender Analysis in Economics/Gender Analysen in 
der Ökonomik 

6 None/keine Term paper, 30,000 ces/ Hausarbeit 30,000 ZoL yes 

FM 8 Marketing in the Agribusiness and Food Sector 6 none Written exam, 90 minutes, or oral exam, 20 
minutes 

yes 

FM 9 Agricultural Land Markets 6 none Oral exam, 30 minutes yes 

FM 10 Controlling und Informationsmanagement  6 keine Mündliche Prüfung, 30 Minuten yes 

FM 11 Introduction to Simulation Models in Market and 
Policy Analysis 

6 Microeconomics (e.g. CM 3 or 
equivalent) 

Written exam, 90 minutes, or oral exam, 30 
minutes  

yes 

FM 12 Finanzierungstheorie 6 Keine Mündliche Prüfung, 30 Minuten yes 

FM 13 Intermediate Computable General Equilibrium 
Modelling 

6 Successful completion of FM 
11 or equivalent 

Written exam,  90 minutes, or oral exam, 30 
minutes  

yes 

FM 14 Institutions and Instruments of Development Co-
operation 

6 none Term paper, ca. 30,000 ces  
 

yes 

FM 15 International Agricultural Trade and Development 
Research Seminar 

6 none Term paper, ca. 45,000 ces  yes 

FM 16 Cooperation and Cooperative Organizations 6 none Term paper, ca. 30,000 ces yes 

FM 17 Multifunctional Agricultural Land Use 6 none Written exam (handwritten or PC), 90 minutes, or 
oral exam, 20 minutes 

yes 

FM 18 Steuerlehre und Gemeinnützigkeit 6 keine Klausur, 90 Minuten yes 

FM 19 Participatory Rural Innovation and Knowledge 
Systems 

6 none Written exam, 90 minutes, or term paper, ca. 
45,000 ces 

yes 

FM 20 Environmental Sociology and Environmental Policy 6 none Oral Exam, 20 minutes  yes 

FM 21 Human Resource Management  6 none Mündliche Prüfung, 30 Minuten, oder Hausarbeit, 
ca. 30,000 ZoL 

yes 

FM 22 Qualitative Research Methods 6 none Written exam, 90 minutes, or oral exam, 30 
minutes, or term paper, ca. 35,000 ces 

yes 



 

 51

FM 23 Umwelt- und Bioethik 6 keine Hausarbeit, 35.000 ZoL  yes 

FM 24 Studienprojekt/ Study Project 12 keine/none Exam 1: term paper, ca. 45,000 ces; Exam 2: 
oral exam based on the term paper, 30 minutes 
per student 

yes 

FM 25 Special Topics in Agricultural Economics 6 none Written exam, 90 minutes, or oral exam, 30 
minutes, or term paper, ca. 45,000 ces  

yes 

FM 26 Topics in Agricultural and Food Policy 6 none Written exam, 90 minutes, or oral exam, 30 
minutes, or term paper, ca. 45,000 ces 

yes 

FM 27 Topics in Agricultural Business Economics 6 none Written exam, 90 minutes, or oral exam, 30 
minutes, or term paper, ca. 45,000 ces 

yes 

FM 28 Applied Data Analysis 6 none Written exam (hand written or PC), 90 minutes, 
or oral exam, 20 minutes 

yes 

FM 29 Futures of Agriculture and Food 
 

6 none Group term paper, ca. 70,000 ces, or individual 
term paper, ca. 30,000 ces 

 

Free choice modules (30 CP) 
 
ÜF 
 
  

Master’s modules from other study programs of 
the institute or other master’s programs from the 
university. 

30 The modules will be completed according to the respective regulations of the 
other faculties or institutions.  

The mod-
ules will be 
recognized 
without 
grading. 
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Free choice modules for other Master programs 
 

Module No. Module titel 
 

ECTS 
granted 

Study-specific admission re-
quirements for  the examina-
tion  
 

Type, duration/processing time/extent, if appli-
cable language of the examination 

Grading 

FM 16 (ÜF) Cooperation and Cooperative Organizations 10 none Term paper, ca. 40,000 ces  no 

FM 4 (ÜF) Economics of  Agricultural and Rural Development 10 none Written exam, 90 minutes, or oral exam, 30 
minutes  

no 

FM 2 (ÜF) European and International Agricultural Policy 10 none Written exam, 90 minutes, or oral exam, 30 
minutes 

no 

FM 29 (ÜF) Futures of Agriculture and Food 
 

10 none Individual term paper (30,000 ces) or multime-
dia exam (multimediale Prüfung), 15 minutes 
 
 

no 

 

 


