Curriculum Vitae — Dr Ulan Kasymov

EXPERTISE
- Institutional economics
- Social-Ecological-Technical Systems (SETS) and institutional change
- Environmental governance and rural development
- Conflicts and cooperation on natural resources (water and land use)

PROFESSIONAL CAREER

Since April 2019

Postdoctoral Fellow at the Chair of Ecosystem Services, International
Institute Zittau, Technische Universitidt Dresden. A researcher in the
project “More Step — Mobility at risk: Sustaining the Mongolian Steppe
Ecosystem” funded by the German Federal Ministry of Education and
Research (BMBF). The aim of the transdisciplinary study is to analyse
the socio-ecological dynamics in the Mongolian steppe ecosystem in
order to identify irreversible processes (tipping points) and thus prevent
them at an early stage. I contribute to the analyses of the existing policies
on water and water sustainable use and conservation in Mongolia.
Firthermore, I explore conflicts between the mining sector and herding
communities on water and land access.

Since April 2018
Visiting researcher and lecturer at the Resource Economics Group,
Humboldt-Universitit zu Berlin. Teaching the master course “Advanced
Empirical Methodology for Social-Ecological Systems Analysis: (1)
Multiple Methods in Socio-Ecological Systems Studies; (2) Game
Theory & Behavioural Experiments in Natural Resource Use”

July 2016 — April 2019
Postdoctoral Fellow (Project Coordinator) at the Resource Economics
Group, Humboldt-Universitit zu Berlin. Coordination of the research
projects:

* “Client II-Definitionsprojekt SmartCaDEF - Wie smart kann
klima- wund bodenangepasste  Ressourcennutzung in
Zentralasien sein? Innovative Technologien zur Wasser- und
Biomassewiederverwendung" financed by the German Federal
Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF);

»= “Development of methods to assess carbon stocks and improve
climate reporting of agricultural ecosystems in Central Asia
(CARB-ASIA)” financed by the German Federal Ministry of
the Environment Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety
(BMUB);

= “Natural Resource Management in Central Asia—
NAREMACA?” project funded by the German Federal Ministry
of Education and Research (BMBF);



* “Informing climate-sensitive Land and Forest Management
Policies for Adaptation to Climate Change in Central Asia —
InForMA” project implemented in cooperation with the German
Corporation for International Cooperation (GIZ).

October 2013 — February 2014
Visiting researcher at the Department of Agricultural Economics, Gent
University, Belgium.

February 2011 — July 2016

PhD researcher in the project “Designing Social Institutions in
Transition: Promotion of Institutional Development for Common Pool
Resources Management in Central Asia — InDeCA” financed by the
Volkswagen Foundation. Received scholarship of the National
Competence Centre in Research (NCCR North-South) program in
Central Asia. Within my PhD study, I investigated the Kyrgyz
experience in transforming pasture use and the design of pasture
management policy. In my research, I employed the evolutionary
theories of institutional change, critically assessing the evolution of
formal and informal institutional arrangements in pasture management
within the implementation of new legislation. In addition, the study
evaluated how the pasture management policy affected cooperation and
conflicts between pasture users.

June 2005 — October 2007

Regional coordinator of the National Competence Centre in Research
(NCCR North-South) program in Central Asia implemented by the
Centre for Development and Environment (CDE), University of Bern. I
was also responsible for coordinating the NCCR research activities in
Central Asia (in Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Kazakhstan). The research
program was funded by the Swiss Scientific Foundation (SSF) and
supported Central Asian and Swiss young scholars (master students,
PhD researchers) to study climate change impact on water and land
management in the region and competition/conflicts on water and land
resources.

June 2005 — March 2010
Director and founder of the Kyrgyz NGO “CAMP Alatoo”. Institutional
development and projects in the field of mountain development and
natural resource management (pasture, irrigated water and energy use).

February 2000 — June 2005
Project coordinator in Kyrgyzstan and team leader of the Central Asian
Mountain Partnership (CAMP) program in Tajikistan. The development
program implemented by the Centre for Development and Environment
(CDE), University of Bern and financially supported by the Swiss
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC).

August 1995 — March 1997



Deputy director of the main office in the development program
“Promotion of privatisation in agriculture in Jalal-Abad region,
Kyrgyzstan” implemented by CARITAS Switzerland, financially
supported by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation
(SDCQ).

September 1993 — January 1995
Teacher at the private school in Bishkek.

EDUCATION AND TRAINING

February 2011 — July 2016

Doctoral Certificate Program in Agricultural Economics.

PhD study at the Division of Resource Economics, Faculty of Life
Sciences, Humboldt-Universitét zu Berlin. Dissertation title “Designing
institutions in a post-socialist transformation process. Institutions in
regulating access to and management of pasture resources in
Kyrgyzstan”. Awarded degree — Doctor Rerum Agriculturarum (Dr. rer.
agr.), magna cum laude.

September 1992 — June 1993
Post-graduated training at the pedagogical seminar, Stuttgart, Germany

September 1986 — June 1992
State University of Tomsk, Faculty of Philosophy, Russia. Awarded
degree — Teacher of Philosophy (Dipl.-Phil.).

LANGUAGE SKILLS
English (proficient), German (proficient), Russian (native), Kyrgyz (native) and Tajik (basic)
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