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Subject-specific Study Regulations 

 

§ 1 Area of application 

These Study Regulations contain the subject-specific regulations for the master’s degree 
programme in Integrated Natural Resource Management. They shall apply in connection 
with the subject-specific Examination Regulations for the master’s degree programme in 
Integrated Natural Resource Management and the General Admission, Study and 
Examination Regulations of Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin (ZSP-HU) in their respective 
current version. 

 

§ 2 Start of the programme 

The programme can be started in the winter semester. Studying according to the ideal study 
plan pursuant to Appendix 3 is only possible if the programme is started in the winter 
semester. 

 

§ 3 Objectives of the programme 

(1) Students acquire profound knowledge for analysing problems of sustainability 
transformation and the governance of natural resources. Graduates are able to develop 
strategies for dealing with such problems. They select and justify concrete approaches for 
the operationalisation of research, select research methods and justify this selection, explain 
research results and critically interpret them. On the basis of theoretical approaches to the 
governance of social-ecological-technical systems, they are able to critically integrate 
approaches from the natural and social sciences. They are able to cooperate confidently 
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with experts from different disciplines and world regions. Graduates become creative, 
independent and precise analysts. They are able to contribute to the implementation of 
transformations towards sustainability. 

(2) Graduates of the programme are qualified to work as decision-makers, consultants or 
staff members in national and international civil society organisations, associations, 
authorities, consulting service providers and companies, or in academia. Successful 
completion of the programme also qualifies graduates for subsequent doctoral studies. 

(3) The master’s degree programme in Integrated Natural Resource Management promotes 
internationality, as all modules and module components are taught in English and can also 
be completed abroad. 

 

§ 4 Types of courses 

In addition to the types of courses named in the ZSP-HU, the types of courses shall also 
include study projects (SPJ). Study projects serve the application of the knowledge and skills 
acquired during the programme. In this degree programme, they are generally carried out as 
group work. In the context of the study project, students apply and test scientific methods 
on the basis of a selected topic. They acquire qualifications in the presentation of scientific 
findings and in interdisciplinary cooperation. 

 

§ 5 Modules of the programme 

The master’s degree programme in Integrated Natural Resource Management comprises the 
following modules with a total workload of 120 credit points (CP): 

(a) Compulsory modules (70 CP) 

EGAF CM 1: Transdisciplinary Research on Agriculture, Horticulture, Food and Natural 
Resources (10 CP) 
INRM CM 1: Public Policy Analysis and Institutional Economics (10 CP) 
INRM CM 2: Biophysical Systems (10 CP) 
INRM CM 3: Study Project (10 CP) 
INRM CM 4: Master’s Thesis (30 CP) 

 

(b) Compulsory elective area (30 CP) 

Compulsory elective area 1 (10 CP) 

One of the following modules must be selected: 



INRM FM 1: Quantitative and Qualitative Methods (10 CP) 
EGAF CM 3: Empirical Methods of Social and Economic Sciences (10 CP) 

If students wish to take both modules, one of the two modules may also be credited in 
compulsory elective area 2. 

Compulsory elective area 2 (20 CP) 

Two of the following modules must be selected: 

INRM FM 2: Environmental and Resource Economics (10 CP) 
INRM FM 3: Natural Resource Management (10 CP) 
INRM FM 4: Agricultural and Aquacultural Systems (10 CP) 
INRM FM 5: Free Choice (10 CP) 
EGAF FM 2: Development (10 CP) 
EGAF FM 3: Governance and Policy (10 CP) 
HoPla FM 8: Horticulture of the Future (10 CP) 
MSc7: Specialization 2 (10 CP) 

 

(c) Study focus: Fish Biology, Fisheries and Aquaculture 

If students complete the modules INRM CM 3: Study Project and INRM CM 4: Master’s 
Thesis on a topic related to waters, fish or fisheries, and additionally take the modules INRM 
FM 1: Quantitative and Qualitative Methods, INRM FM 3: Natural Resource Management 
and INRM FM 4: Agricultural and Aquacultural Systems, each with at least one seminar 
related to waters, fish or fisheries, amounting in total to 60 CP with a focus in the field of 
waters, fish biology, fisheries or aquaculture, an extra certificate is issued, pursuant to § 8 of 
the Examination Regulations, upon application and after verification of the requirements. 
This confirmation certifies the fish- and fisheries-related specialisation. One of the three 
modules INRM FM 1, INRM FM 3 or INRM FM 4 may be substituted by one module or 
several modules amounting to 10 CP from the interdisciplinary elective area, provided that 
their content is related to waters, fish or fisheries. 

 

(d) Interdisciplinary elective area (20 CP) 

In the interdisciplinary elective area, master’s modules from the module catalogues of other 
subjects or central organizations designated for this purpose are to be completed, with 20 
CP chosen freely. 

 

§ 6 Interdisciplinary elective modules from other master’s degree programmes 



The following modules are offered as interdisciplinary elective modules for other master’s 
degree programmes: 

INRM CM 1: Public Policy Analysis and Institutional Economics (10 CP) 
INRM FM 2: Environmental and Resource Economics (10 CP) 

 

§ 7 Commencement 

(1) These Study Regulations shall come into force with effect from 1 October 2026. 

(2) These Study Regulations shall apply to all students who begin their studies after the 
regulations have come into force or who continue their studies after changing university, 
degree programme or subject, or after re-enrolment. 

(3) For students who began their studies before these Study Regulations came into force or 
who continued their studies after changing university, degree programme or subject, or after 
re-enrolment, the Study Regulations of 15 September 2014 (University Gazette of Humboldt-
Universität zu Berlin no. 89/2014), last amended on 14 March 2024 (University Gazette of 
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin no. 07/2024), shall continue to apply on a transitional basis. 

Alternatively, such students may choose these Study Regulations, including the 
corresponding Examination Regulations. This choice must be declared in writing to the 
Examination Office and shall be irreversible. 

Upon expiry of 30 September 2028, the Study Regulations of 15 September 2014 (University 
Gazette of Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin no. 89/2014), last amended on 28 February 2018 
(University Gazette of Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin no. 14/2018), shall cease to apply. 
Thereafter, the studies of the students referred to in sentence 1 shall also be continued 
under these Study Regulations. Coursework and examinations already completed shall be 
taken into account in accordance with § 110 ZSP-HU. 

  



[The catalogue of modules on offer is available in English, form the official Study Regulations 
for the following Master’s programmes: Integrated Natural Resource Management, 
Horticultural and Plant Sciences, Economics and Governance of Agriculture and Food] 
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§ 1 Area of application  

The examination regulations presented hereinafter shall contain the subject-specific 
regulations for the master's degree programme in "Integrated Natural Resource 
Management". They shall apply in connection with the Subject-specific Study Regulations of 
the master's degree programme in "Integrated Natural Resource Management" and the 
"General Admission, Study and Examination Regulations of Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin 
(ZSP-HU)" in their respective current version. 

 

§ 2 Standard period of study 

The master's degree programme in Integrated Natural Resource Management has a standard 
period of study of four semesters. 

 

§ 3 Examination Committee 



The Examination Committee of the Thaer-Institute of Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences 
is responsible for the examination affairs of the master's degree programme in Integrated 
Natural Resource Management. 

 

§ 4 Module examinations 

(1) In addition to the types of examinations specified in the ZSP-HU, module final 
examinations can also be taken as a project report and presentation: Students jointly 
prepare a project report in a working group (15,000 characters including spaces), which is 
then presented by the group (15 minutes) and passed and graded as a whole.  

(2) Oral module final examinations shall be taken in the presence of a competent assessor, 
unless two examiners are appointed in accordance with the ZSP-HU. The assessor observes 
and takes the minutes of the examination. They do not participate in the examination 
discussion or the grading. 

 

§ 5 Free attempts 

(1) Passed module examinations that are registered within the standard period of study may 
be repeated once for the purpose of grade improvement.  

(2) The option according to para. 1 is limited to three modules. 

 

§ 6 Master's Thesis 

(1) The Master's Thesis can be written in German or English.  

(2) Passed master's theses must be defended.  

(3) When calculating the grade of the master's thesis, the grade for the written part and the 
grade for the defence are weighted in a ratio of 50%: 50%. 

 

§ 7 Final grade 

(1) The final grade of the master's degree programme in Integrated Natural Resource 
Management is calculated from the grades of the module examinations and the grade of the 
final module, weighted according to the credit points designated for the modules in the 
appendix. 

(2) Module final examinations that are not graded or are merely designated as "passed" in 
the context of credit transfer due to a lack of comparable grading systems, as well as the 



credit points designated for the corresponding modules, are not taken into account in the 
calculations according to para. 1.  

(3) If the module "INRM FM5: Free Choice" is taken in the compulsory elective area 2, this 
module is completed without an examination. If the module INRM FM 5 is not taken in the 
compulsory elective area 2, the module with the poorer evaluation out of the two 
completed compulsory elective modules is not taken into account for the calculation of the 
final grade.  

(4) If more modules are completed than those necessary to achieve the degree according to 
the study regulations, these modules remain unconsidered. The chronological order of the 
examination dates (date and time) of the passed module final examinations is decisive for 
the consideration of the modules. 

 

§ 8 Confirmation for the Priority Area Fish Biology, Fisheries and Aquaculture 

(1) Students who have completed the modules according to § 5 lit. c of the study regulations 
can receive a confirmation for the priority area Fish Biology, Fisheries and Aquaculture upon 
application and after verification of the prerequisites. 

(2) The confirmation identifies the fish and fisheries-related specialization based on the total 
number of credit points. 

(3) The application for the issuance of the certificate must be addressed to the responsible 
Examination Office. The Examination Committee of the Thaer-Institute of Agricultural and 
Horticultural Sciences is responsible for issuing it. 

 

§ 9 Academic degree  

Whoever has successfully completed the master's degree programme in Integrated Natural 
Resource Management attains the academic degree "Master of Science" (abbreviated 
"M.Sc."). 

 

§ 10 Commencement  

(1) The present examination regulations shall come into force with effect from 1 October 
2026.  

(2) The present examination regulations shall apply to all students who begin their studies 
after the commencement of these examination regulations or continue them after a change 
of university, degree programme or course of studies, or a re-enrollment.  



(3) The examination regulations of 15 September 2014 (University Gazette of Humboldt-
Universität zu Berlin No. 89/2014), last amended on 14 March 2024 (University Gazette of 
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin No. 07/2024), shall apply transitionally to students who 
began their studies prior to the commencement of these examination regulations or 
continued them after a change of university, degree programme or course of studies, or a re-
enrollment. Alternatively, such students can also choose to study under the present 
examination regulations, including the corresponding study regulations. The choice must be 
declared in writing at the Examination Office and shall be irreversible. The examination 
regulations dated 15 September 2014 (University Gazette of Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin 
No. 89/2014), last amended on 14 March 2024 (University Gazette of Humboldt-Universität 
zu Berlin No. 07/2024), will expire by the end of 30 September 2028. After expiration, all 
students, including those designated in sentence 1, will be bound to the present 
examination regulations. Already completed coursework will be assessed according to § 110 
ZSP-HU. 

 


