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Background
Ukraine is one of the former socialist states which experienced the break up of the Soviet Union in 1990 followed by the radical institutional change. The transition from autocracy required replacement of Soviet centrally planned and implemented practices. Instead, new institutions were to be introduced in all spheres of human activities, which would be based on democratic principles of participation.

Environment and natural resources in particular experienced impacts of the Soviet central planning. Soviet regime left Ukraine with a number of environmental problems and significant degradation of vital natural resources such as water and soil. New environmental policies were introduced which were oriented towards European environmental standards. However, almost twenty years after transition, their implementation is still centralized. The local population in rural areas is often not recognised as an important unit of environmental policies implementation and a primary user of natural resources. General ignorance of rural participation in environmental and natural resource management results in continuing environmental problems and resource degradation in spite all efforts on the political level.
Aims of the course
The thematic focus of the workshop lies in the field of natural resource management and changes in management practices under transition from autocratic to democratic regime. 

The workshop aims at attracting attention to the problems of natural resources management in the transition Ukraine, and discussing the advantages and potential for multi-level decentralized implementation of natural resource management and environmental policy with a particular focus on rural participation.

The objectives of the workshop are:

· To learn what is natural resource regime and its types;

· To consider about natural resource management under different political regimes;

· To look at the impacts of political changes on the management of natural resources on the example of Poland;

· To analyse the current natural resource management and environmental policies in the Ukraine and their development within the last decade;

· To discuss the opportunities for the Ukrainian natural resource management and environmental policies to adapt to the political uncertainty, and the role of rural participation in their implementation.

Participants

The workshop targets at the teaching staff, senior and young researchers of the Ukrainian and, German and Polish partner Universities. 
Participants should have an academic education in the area of social sciences, e.g. agricultural economics, economics, sociology, political science, or a similar discipline.

Application and Deadlines

The application should contain information on the applicant’s academic education and current research work, and include a CV and a list of publications. Please send applications (preferably per fax or e-mail) to:

Nataliya Stupak

Division of Resource Economics, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin
Phillipstr. 13, Haus 12

10099 Berlin, Germany 
Fax. +49 30 2093 6339
email: nataliya.stupak@rz.hu-berlin.de 
Deadline for applications: 10 August
Venue

The Workshop will be held on 6-12 September. The location of the Workshop will be the campus of the National University for Life and Environmental Sciences of Ukraine:
National University of Life and Environmental Sciences of Ukraine

Geroyiv Oborony Str. 15, 03041 Kyiv
http://eng.nauu.kiev.ua/ 
Cost and Financial Support

The German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) provides financial support to cover travel expenditures and accommodation cost of eligible participants.

Key Lecturers

Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Konrad Hagedorn, Professor, Division of Resource Economics; Executive Director of the Institute for Cooperative Studies, Humboldt University Berlin, Germany

Dr. Andreas Thiel, Lecturer, Division of Resource Economics; Humboldt University Berlin, Germany
Dr. Piotr Matczak, researcher at the Research Centre of Agriculture and Forestry, Polish Academy of Sciences. 
Dr. Ilona Banaszak, junior researcher at the Research Centre of Agriculture and Forestry, Polish Academy of Sciences and a post-doctoral researcher at the Institute for Forecasting, Slovak Academy of Sciences

Dr. Violeta Dirimanova, Senior Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Economics in the Agricultural University of Plovdiv, Bulgaria, and post-doctoral researcher at the Division of Resource Economics, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin
Contact
Nataliya Stupak

Division of Resource Economics

Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin

Phillipstr. 13, Haus 12

10099 Berlin, Germany 
Tel.: +49 30 2093 6142

Fax.: +49 30 2093 6339
email: nataliya.stupak@rz.hu-berlin.de 
