
Governing in an Age of Multicrises:        
Policy Learning from Climate, Food, and Covid Politics 

The conference 

We are writing to announce an international conference on crisis and policy learning from climate, 
food, and covid politics. The conference will be hosted by the Critical Policy Studies 
Network/International Public Policy Association (IPPA) and the Agricultural and Food Policy Group at 
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin. It will take place on the beautiful Greek island of Nisyros from 
lunchtime on the 13th of September in 2023 to the 15th. 

The conference aims to provide an interactive space for researchers and practitioners to discuss 
research results, ideas, and experiences in the light of the current multiple crises or what has been 
called the Age of Multicrises. We invite presentations that cover a wide range of critical questions in 
politics and policy of the current crises. Topics for roundtables can be considered. The conference 
places special emphasis on the politics and policies of climate, food, and covid crisis, but can also 
include other crises – such as financial, migration, or humanitarian crises – if they offer a 
comparative perspective. Further, a number of theoretical perspectives on crisis and learning 
generally can be included. The organizers will seek to publish a selection of the contributions as a 
special issue of a leading referred journal. 

The topic 

In the last years, the world has experienced a rapid accumulation of intertwined crises emerging as the 
“new normal”. Climate shocks, food insecurity, and the covid pandemic have escalated into a global 
unprecedented crisis of daunting proportions. Political and policy implications of and responses to this 
crisis vary in quality and quantity. Most political initiatives and policy strategies that are emerging at 
(trans)national levels are lacking critical examination of the current emergencies. Society is in a state 
of heighten uncertainty while confronted with the challenges of technologization, digitalization, and 
innovation considered as causes and solutions of the crises. Political responses and policy 
recommendations are needed to move on from “business as usual”. The conference thus focuses on 
the need to rethink the human-environment relation and encourage transformations towards 
sustainability. 

Contributions sought 

The organizers invite scholars and practitioners from all disciplines and fields to present their research 
and discuss their work on the politics and policy of the current crises from a critical and interdisciplinary 
perspective. We invite presentations with an international, national, and regional focus that address 
at least one of the following questions: 

• What are the political trends and triggers of the current crises?



• What are the crises’ implications for public policy? 

• What are the public policy responses to the crises and to what degree are they successful?  

• Is technocratic (de)politicization a cause and/or a product of the current crises?  

• How does the crisis normalization resolve or intensify conflicts or create new ones?  

• Do current crises constitute an opportunity for or a barrier to climate protection, food security, 
and covid recovery? 

• What are the theoretical and conceptual perspectives on crisis and how can they inform the 
way we deal with the current crises?   

• What are the conflicts between science and politics in dealing with crises and how can they be 
resolved? 

How to participate 

Should you be interested in giving a presentation of about 20-25 minutes, please send us an abstract 
of about 150 words by 15 March, 2023. We can consider a small number of roundtables. If you want 
to initiate one, please send us a short note that explains the suggested topic and, if possible, potential 
participants. The conference is based on attendance, but we might be able to consider a limited 
number of selected virtual presentations, to be determined at a later date. Presentations should 
describe and discuss the outline, content, and critical questions of an essay that can be written and 
submitted after the conference (deadline to be determined at a later point). Please send your 
contributions to maria.proestou@hu-berlin.de.  

We will send notification of acceptance of your suggested presentation in early April 2023. Should you 
be interested in participating in the conference without presenting, please register by sending an email 
to maria.proestou@hu-berlin.de (kindly note that there might be a limit to the number of non-
presenting participants). The conference charges a fee of 150 Euro for participation including 
accommodation, lunch, drinks, and snacks.  

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Maria Proestou and Frank Fischer 

Conference Organizers  
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin and Critical Policy Studies Network 
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